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Are conservation and production mutually exclusive?
Australian Forestry journal - Guest editorial released
The conservation debate in Australia in recent times has largely been about tenure,
with many people assuming that simply designating an area as national park is
sufficient to ensure good conservation outcomes. This naïve view is compounded
by the commonly-held belief that conservation and production are mutually
exclusive: that tenuring forest within national park is the only valid form of
conservation and that all forest outside national park is used for production and has
little conservation value. This view is ignorant of the reality, and of alternative
conservation approaches such as the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve model that
avoids many of the conflicts that may arise when national park abuts agricultural
production or urban infrastructure.
The reality is that resource and other constraints mean that in many cases national
park tenure means ‘fence and forget’ and leaves forest vulnerable to weeds, feral
animals and wildfire. The reality is that most organisms depend on habitat, not on
tenure, and that failure to manage (including both neglect and mismanagement)
leads to habitat change that may be detrimental to target fauna and flora.
The guest editorial in Australian Forestry Vol 75(1) by Jerry Vanclay of Southern
Cross University, takes us on an introspective journey in the wake of the House of
Representatives Standing Committee on Agriculture, Resources, Fisheries and
Forestry report ‘Seeing the Forest Through the Trees’. Professor Vanclay suggests
that the two “great challenges” from the report “are to advance the
recommendations towards better policy, and to avoid the piecemeal approach that is
too often taken as the easy interim settlement.”
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Subscribers to Australian Forestry can download a copy of the research papers from the Institute of Foresters
of Australia website: http://www.forestry.org.au/ifa/f/f15-ifa.asp.
Non-subscribers can obtain a copy of the issue by contacting ifa@forestry.org.au or by subscribing to
Australian Forestry here.
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