
Meet the new Fellows
Over recent months the Board of
Directors has approved the elevation of
the level of membership of four Voting
Members to the prestigious level of
Fellow.

The new Fellows of the Institute of
Foresters of Australia are: Mrs Heather
Crompton, Professor Peter Kanowski, Dr
Peter Volker and Mr Peter Byrne.

The approval of the awards follow a
national invitation to all Voting members
of IFA to nominate any other Voting
Member of the Institute who in their
opinion has rendered outstanding service
to forestry and the Institute.

Citations covering the nominations are
included at pages 3.

IFA Conference - Call 
for Abstracts
10 – 14 April 2005
Mount Gambier S.A.
See details at page 11.

IFA website launched
The new IFA website is now operative at
www.forestry.org.au

Please note the address on your favourite
webpage. Now!!!!

The new website includes facilities (some
to members only) to:

• Update news, as it happens

• Automatically delete old 
(expired) news & events

• Electronic download of 
Australian Forestry Journal

• Provide an Index of Australian 
Forestry Journal articles from 
1970

• Electronic download of The 
Forester

• Access a Members Only Zone 
(for internal IFA use)

• Advice of job vacancies

• Access a list of Members 
Contact details

• Access & update members own 
personal profiles 

• Electronic purchase of IFA
merchandise

• Access IFA 2005 Conference 
Info and Registration

• Access many other innovations

As with any new website design, there
will be pages which will require further
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development. The ever increasing
changes to software will also require that
the website is innovative and modern. 

Comments on the new website are
welcome and will be taken into
consideration at the next periodic review
of the site.

Members are urged to check their
Personal Profiles and use the Members
Zone to check the access facility is
working for them. The access userid of
the surname and the first 2 letters of the
first name permits the use of apostrophe
and Mc - as in o’loughlinad and
mcintoshba.

The website has been developed by the
National Office with the technical
assistance of John Reed (of Ecowood). If
you have any website access problems
please email them to the National Office
at ifa@forestry.org.au
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Meet the new Fellows
(ctd)

Heather Crompton has been a member
of the Institute of Foresters of Australia
(IFA) for 27 years.  During that time she
has become our most prominent female
member.  Heather's unique, but certainly
not only, contribution has been to help
the IFA meet the needs of the increasing
number of women in the A u s t r a l i a n
forestry profession.  

Heather has shown her long-term
commitment to the Institute and its
members by contributing in a number of
positions: the Institute's Secretary
(1979–1983), Chair of the ACT Division
from 1985–1987, IFA representative on
the A C T Parks and Conservation
Consultative Committee (1990–1992),
member of the IFA Education Committee
since 1997, Chair of the Women in the
IFA Committee since 1998 and Director
of the IFA Board from 1998-1999.
Heather was elected the national
President of the Institute Board in
January 2000 and held this position for 3
years.

Heather completed her forestry degree as
a mature-age student at the Australian
National University in 1976.  For the
following five years she worked as a
second-in-charge field forester with ACT
Forests, and for three semesters tutored
in fire management at ANU Forestry.

Mrs Heather Crompton FIFA

Heather then focussed on raising her two
children and during that time, was Chair
of the IFA's ACT Division.

In 1988 Heather began her work with the
forestry research program of the
Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR).  From
January 2003 she took up the position of
M a n a g e r, Policy Secretariat, and
M a n a g e r, International A g r i c u l t u r a l
Research Centres (IARC) Program. She
now shares the management of this
program and works closely with
scientists and policy makers in Asia and
the Pacific, as well as Australia.  Heather
continued her studies, part-time by
distance-education, and was awarded a
Graduate Diploma in Development
Studies (Women in Development) from
Murdoch University in 1992.  In that year
she also wrote a report, Women in
Development as a cross-cutting issue in
development aid evaluation for the
former Australian International
Development Assistance Bureau (now
called AusAid).

Heather has always been interested in
agriculture in the broadest sense.  She is
the daughter of South Australian farmers
and has been a regular champion of
women in agriculture.  She was a founder
member of the Foundation for Australian
Agricultural Women in 1994 and a
discussion group leader at the First
International Conference on Women in
Agriculture (Melbourne 1994).  In 1994
Heather also participated in the first, two-
week course in 'Gender in Policy
Development for Sustainable land Use'
held in the Netherlands.  In 1999 she
represented the IFA at a symposium on
'Women and Forestry' in Norway.

During her forestry career, Heather has
been a regular mentor to female forestry
students and she has worked within the
I FA and represented it, to address
women's issues in the profession. In 2003
she was awarded the Centenary Medal
for services to Australian foresters as
President of the Institute of Foresters of
Australia.

Heather is the first female Fellow of
the IFA.

P ro f e s s o rP e t e rK a n o w s k i is an outstanding
member of the Australian forestry profession
and a strong contributor to the work of the
Institute of Foresters of Australia. Peter
Kanowski is Professor of Forestry and Head
of the Australian National University’s
School of Resources, Environment and
S o c i e t y. He was Schlich Medallist at A N U ’s
Department of Forestry and a Rhodes
Scholar at Oxford University; where he was
awarded a PHD for his research in forest
genetics.  He has worked in forest
management and research in Queensland,
lectured in forest policy at Oxford
U n i v e r s i t y ’s Oxford Forestry Institute, before
taking up the Chair of Forestry at ANU in
1 9 9 5 .

Peter Kanowski is a forestry educator of
eminence and foresight and through his work
at ANU he has taught and influenced a larg e
number of the younger forestry professionals
in Australia as well as numerous post
graduate students including many from other
countries. He has worked hard with other
Australian forestry educators to keep the
forestry courses alive and relevant in
Australia during difficult times. T h r o u g h o u t
this period he has also undertaken numerous
consultancies both within Australia and
overseas. He has contributed to global forest
policy development through the preparation
of policy papers for the United Nations
I n t e rgovernmental Forum on Forests and the
United Nations Forest Forum.

In recent years, Peter Kanowski has been
influential in a number of national forest
policy processes including facilitating the
community consultation forum for the NSW

Professor Peter Kanowski FIFA



Dr Peter Volker has made a significant
contribution to forestry and to the
Institute of Foresters of Australia.  His
career to date spans over 20 years of
involvement in forest research and
operations within the public and private
sectors.  He has used his professional
knowledge and expertise to advance the
cause of forestry through participation on
numerous expert groups, committees and
statutory bodies.  He has also been a
tireless advocate for science-based forest
management in the media and through
community bodies. 

Peter Volker has well recognised
expertise in a range of disciplines,
including forest genetics and tree
breeding, plantation silviculture, forest
practices, consulting and research
administration. He is an excellent
advocate for continuing professional
development as exemplified by his own
achievements in gaining further
academic and professional qualifications
and skills throughout his career.

Peter has also generously given his time
to serve on community, industry and
professional organisations.  In this latter
role he has been an active member and
contributor to the Institute of Foresters,
serving on two State committees,
including as Chair of the highly
successful Biennial Conference held in
Hobart in 1999.  Peter currently serves
the Institute as a member of the State
committee and as an active member of
the RPF Registration Committee.  Peter
has been previously recognised by the
Institute by being awarded the
Henderson Bequest in 1988 and the
Hedges Prize in 1989.  

Peter Volker is widely
respected for his
professionalism and
dedication to the pursuit of
sound forest management.
He is an excellent
ambassador for the Institute
of Foresters and wil make a
very worthy Fellow.
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Southern Regional Forest A g r e e m e n t
process as well as being a member of the
2003/4 Council of Australian Governments
National Inquiry on Bushfire Management,
Prevention and Mitigation. 

Throughout his professional career Peter
Kanowski has been a strong supporter and
contributor to the work of the Institute of
Foresters of Australia. He is currently a
member of the A C T Divisional Committee,
has assisted with the organisation of the 1997
Biennial Conference as well as with a range
of Divisional activities including Wo r l d
Forestry Day activities, seminars and field
tours. He has assisted with the development
of IFA policy statements and submissions
and has represented the IFA at the Senate
Inquiry into the Plantations 2020 Vision. He
has also been a strong supporter for student
members of the A C T Division and has
assisted many forestry students to attend IFA
conferences. 

Professor Peter Kanowski is an innovative
and creative forester who has built important
partnerships with allied industries and
community organisations as well as
influencing the development of A u s t r a l i a n
and global forest policy. He has published a
l a rge number of articles and research papers
and presented papers at numerous
conferences. He has given outstanding
service to forestry and the Institute and on
this basis the IFA invited him to become a
Fellow of the Institute of Foresters of
Australia. 

Dr Peter Volker FIFA

The Chair of the Tasmanian
Division Graham Wilkinson
(right) presents Dr Peter Volker
with his certificate as a Fellow
of the Institute at a meeting of
the Institute in Hobart.

Peter Byrne was awarded a Scholarship
in 1966 by the Queensland Government
to study Forestry at the A u s t r a l i a n
National University. Following
graduation he was employed by the
Queensland Department of Forestry and
has continued to serve the Queensland
Government over the intervening 33
years.  Peter has made a significant
contribution to forestry in Queensland
through forest survey, research, forest
management and administration, forest
education, farm forestry and community
f o r e s t r y, and in his support for the
development of a plantation hardwood
industry in the state. 

Peter has been a member of the IFA for
33 years and has given valued service to
the Institute through various executive
positions and remains an active and
enthusiastic member, and is a member of
the Executive Committee of the
Queensland Division.

Forestry Career

On graduation, Peter was posted in 1971
as officer in charge of a forestry survey
camp in the Dalby District.  Following
his field survey year, mandatory in those
days for a Queensland forestry
scholarship holder, Peter was assigned in
1972 to research, again at Dalby.

From 1973 to 1983 Peter was posted as
Assistant District Forester or Sub-
District Forester at Beerburrum,
Brisbane, Gympie, Benarkin and
Yarraman, contributing in all facets of
forest management and administration

Peter Byrne FIFA
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in exotic pine and native pine
plantations, and in native forest. From
1984 to 1989, Peter became the
Principal of the Forestry Tr a i n i n g
Centre at Gympie. During this time,
Peter successfully completed a course
of study which led to an award of
Graduate Diploma in Education at the
Queensland University of Te c h n o l o g y
and subsequently put this training to
good effect in a forestry training
consultancy for AIDAB (now
AusAID), in developing and presenting
a forestry course for the new School of
Forestry at Poitete in Solomon Islands.

Peter was appointed as Manager of the
Audit and Review Branch of Queensland
Forestry from 1989 to 1992 and then
from 1992 to 1996 became Manager of
Recreation and Advisory Services for the
department. Peter was transferred in
1996 to the Department of Natural
Resources as Principal Forestry Officer
(Forest Management), a position which
was rebadged later that year to Manager
Community Land Use Forestry.

In 1997, Peter was transferred to the
Queensland Department of Primary
Industries as Manager Forest Industry
Services, his current substantive position.
H o w e v e r, over the period 2002 – 2003,
Peter was seconded to the Commonwealth
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries to co-ordinate consultation and
activity for the production of a Farm
Forestry National Action Statement. T h e
Statement, now in an advanced draft form,
awaits final approval by the Forestry and
Forest Products Committee prior to its
submission to the Primary Industries
Standing Committee.

Peter rejoined DPI’s Policy Analysis and
Industry Development Group at the
beginning of 2004 while maintaining a
watching brief on the finalisation of the
S t a t e m e n t .

To summarise, Peter Byrne has had an
outstanding forestry career in Queensland
and made a number of contributions on the
national scene, including his development
of the Farm Forestry National A c t i o n
Statement. Undoubtedly, his major
professional achievements have been in
forestry education and in the establishment
of a significant new plantation hardwood
sector in Queensland. 

Service to the Institute

Peter became a Voting member of the
Institute in 1971 following graduation from
ANU. Over the period 1985 to 2004 Peter
has served the Institute outstandingly in a
variety of executive positions, including
that of Chairman of the Queensland
Divisional Committee for 5 years. 

From 1985 to 1989, when based in
Gympie, Peter was elected Chairman of
the Wide Bay Branch and thus also
automatically became a member of the
Executive Committee of the Queensland
Division. He served two further periods
on the Divisional Committee: 1993 - 95
and 2001 to the present.

He was Divisional Chairman from 1995
to 1999 and, through Institute Board
membership, actively contributed to
Institute affairs during a period of
significant change and development.
He has subsequently deputised at
meetings of the IFA Board during the
absence of the Divisional Chairman.

Peter Byrne has made a significant and
valued contribution to the Institute 
of Foresters of Australia over a
considerable period and continues 
to do so. 

News from the Divisions
Queensland News

Administration

There has been no change to the
Queensland Division executive
committee since the 2003 A G M .
Representation includes forestry
research, commercial operations,
conservation, and private sector

Bob Thistlethwaite

involvement. Further broadening of this
representation with increased private
forestry input is sought.

Policy Statements

Queensland is still attempting to address
the policy issues assigned to this
Division.  Two drafts are now in late
stages of drafting. The Rainforest Policy
draft was drafted by David Doley and
was circulated in The Fore s t e r i n
December 2003. It received considerable
comment and David has subsequently
made appropriate revision of the draft,
together with editorial input from the
Divisional Committee.  This revised draft
will shortly be submitted for approval.  

An Old Growth and Woodlands policy
was drafted by Peter Volker of Tasmania.
This was a valiant attempt at treating a
complex and highly emotive issue.  The
draft has gone through a number of
revisions with further input from Peter
and especially from Michael Ryan of
BRS.  There has been considerable
comment from other members and it is
clear that it is inappropriate to attempt to
address old growth and woodlands
within the one policy statement.  The
draft has thus been edited down to old
growth policy alone, and it is proposed
that a separate policy statement be
drafted on woodlands. This Old Growth
Policy draft is included in this issue of
The Forester for members comment to
me please at: integlan@odyssey.com.au

Field Days

A major 4x4 field day is planned for the
weekend 5-6 June at Cooloola, south of
Rainbow Beach.  Fraser Island lies just to
the north and Gympie is the nearest
major town.  Some 40 persons have
already registered and will use the resorts
at Rainbow Beach as a comfortable base.
Wide Bay Branch is using the
opportunity to engender greater local
interest in the Institute among the many
foresters now stationed at Gympie, and a
number have already indicated their
participation.

Depending on cross-border linkages with
the Northern Branch of the NSW
Division, it is hoped that a further major
field day will be held in the Border
Ranges in conjunction with CERRAlater
in the year, possibly October.
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Both field days are open to any interested
persons, and involvement by Parks 
and Wildlife and environmental
organizations is welcomed.

Overseas IFA Trips

Planning for the visit by an IFA
delegation to China is now well
advanced under the capable direction of
Queensland member, Dick Pegg.  Dick
had originally organized a visit for 2003
but this was cancelled due to the SARS
outbreak.  A very interesting program has
been developed with the assistance of the
Chinese Academy of Forestry and the
Chinese Society of Foresters which will
take the group to a wide bioclimatic
range of forestry activities from Urumqi
in the north-west to Guangxi in the far
south.

Bob Thistlethwaite
(Chair, Queensland Division)

News South Wales News

We have made a start on increasing
Institute activities in NSW. A dinner
meeting was arranged for Thursday, 20
May 2004 at the Kirribilli Club, Milsons
Point, with guest speaker Ms Caroline
Pidcock, President of the NSW Chapter
of the Royal Institute of A r c h i t e c t s .
Three speakers to give updates on
matters of current interest as part of the
evening.  The northern branch of the IFA
held a field meeting at Walcha for the
weekend of 22 and 23 May 2004.  David
Ryan and Kathy Jones were the
organisers for this event.  

The questionnaire sent to NSW Division
members was aimed at finding out what
N S W members wanted from the
Institute.  There have been 68
respondents at the time of writing with a
good spread of city, country, employment

Ron Wilson

and age groups.  A brief summary of the
responses is that a dinner meeting of at
least once per year is favoured by the
majority of members.  Similarly, with a
field inspection on the weekend.  Around
half of the respondents are prepared to
participate in public speaking on behalf
of the Institute whereas around two thirds
of members wished to be involved in
policy development.  Responses to the
types of activities are quite varied and a
full report will be provided in the near
future.  

Government forestry in NSW has moved
into another period of uncertainty with the
announced budget cuts by the Carr
Government particularly to those areas
away from essential health, education and
transport services.  State Forests is now
moving into the Department of Primary
Industries, along with Fisheries,
Agriculture and Mineral Resources.  T h i s
new combined department will come into
e ffect in July 2004 under Minister Ian
MacDonald (State).  Forestry in NSWw i l l
continue to be regulated through DIPNR
and the Minister for Natural Resources,
Mr Craig Knowles, will continue to have
an interest in forestry through this arm of
Government.  These changes will result in
some restructuring of State Forests to
align with the new Government
directions.  

The possible sale of NSW State Forests
plantations is still in process.
Consultations are being held with a range
of stakeholders and involving further
analyses of impacts.  It appears unlikely
that a decision will be made before July
2004.  

Ron Wilson
(Chair, NSW Division)

Victorian News

Ross Penny

The following report was provided to the
recent Board of Directors meeting and is
included for the information of members.

• the Division has functioned at a basic
level this year, and to date have not
commenced the seminar series
(which has been a feature of our
regular activities in the recent past)

• Nick O’Brien’s transfer to NSW has
had an impact on the functioning of
the Victorian Executive this year.  In
addition another Executive member,
Lyndall Bull, has been overseas
pursuing her PhD studies

• Nick worked at the University of
Melbourne and his departure has left
us in a difficult position with respect
to a meeting venue.  The University
of Melbourne facility is still available
to us, but we need a IFA/staff
member to manage the security
arrangements etc (a problem we are
trying to work our way through at the
moment)

• similarly, activities such as IFA
policy development have not
progressed, but we are tying to get a
member to provide some notes for
the e-mail re harvesting circulated by
Michael Ryan

• some dialogue has been held with the
University of Melbourne re it
proposed changes to the Forestry
degree course.

Forestry in Victoria

• the Esplin Inquiry into the 2003
Alpine fires provided a number of
recommendations for Victorian fire
agencies to implement.  In particular,
an increased emphasis on enhancing
the fuel reduction burning and
community engagement.  The State
budget provided a significant
increase in budget for these and other
purposes

• fire recovery programs continue in
the north east and eastern Victoria

• new legislation is currently before
Parliament regarding sustainable
forest management and timber
harvesting on State forest by
VicForests, a recently created State-
owned enterprise
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• a million hectare fox control program
(the Southern Ark project) has
commenced on both public and
private land in eastern Victoria (has
similarities to the WA programs and
links with similar programs in NSW)

• Hancock Victorian Plantations were
granted FSC certification in
November 2003

• AusTimber, a major industry
conference, was held in
Albury/Wodonga, and the Australian
Forest Growers conference was held
in Ballarat recently.

Other

• As part of my expanded National
Board role, I have commenced a
series of articles in the Forester on
the IUCN and international forestry
matters/activities.  I recently met with
Stuart Davey to get some background
and support with understanding the
IUCN system etc.

Ross Penny
(Chair, Victorian Division)

Tasmania News

In response to a request from the Premier,
Forestry Tasmania has prepared a set of
papers on options for phasing out
clearfelling operations in old growth
forests.  The Tasmanian Division held a
very successful dinner meeting at the
‘Hope and Anchor’ Hotel in Hobart in
April to discuss the papers.  

Dr Hans Drielsma (General Manager,
Forestry Tasmania) presented an
overview of the papers, which was
followed by discussion amongst
members.  A small writing team was
established (with the assistance of
Michael Ryan of A C T Division) to

Graham Wilkinson

prepare a submission on behalf of the
Institute.  There is a range of views about
the options.  

Some foresters strongly believe that
‘good silviculture’ should not be
compromised, noting that the clearfell,
burn and sow regime produces the best
results from the perspectives of vigorous
regeneration, fire management and
worker safety.  Other foresters believe
that on aesthetic grounds, clearfelling is
no longer socially sustainable.  There
was good discussion about the
complexity of the issue.  Tidy and neat
clearfells, with low residue are
aesthetically more acceptable than
coupes with retained trees, stags and
ground debris.  However, the untidy
coupes have greater value for
biodiversity.

The meeting noted that Forestry
Tasmania had been asked to prepare the
papers on the options to the clearfelling
of old growth forests, within the
constraints of no job losses and no loss of
sawlog production (ie Tasmania must
still produce its statutory cut of 300,000
m3 of sawlog from State forest).  Is this
achievable?  Most foresters know that
there is no magical solution for phasing
out clearfelling in old growth forests
without incurring substantial costs and
losses.  Something has to give, be it jobs,
sawlog production, safety or higher
management costs.  Of real concern is the
risk of perverse outcomes such as a
substantial increase in the clearing of
native forests to establish plantations to
compensate for the loss of production
from old growth forests.  

The papers produced by Forestry
Tasmania provide an excellent basis
upon which the community may reach an
informed view about the compromises
that must eventually be made by the
Government.  Of course, the present
debate about the clearfelling of old
growth forest in Tasmania is simply the
forerunner to a campaign by
environmental lobbyists to phase out the
logging of native forests.  That being so,
our response to the old growth debate
will very much set the scene for how the
broader issues relating to native forest
management may be played out.

To complete the evening, the historic
military regalia of the ‘Hope and Anchor’

provided an appropriate context for an
important ceremonial function.  Against a
backdrop of medals and awards, Dr Peter
Volker was honoured as a Fellow of the
Institute (see separate article on the new
Fellows).

Graham Wilkinson
(Chair, Tasmania Division)

South Australia News

Adelaide branch going along steadily
with 12-15 'core' members who are
actively involved and a good program for
2004.

The GT branch is very active with the
conference organising committee and a
strong program.

SA forestry issues in general:

• water - industry has reached 
agreement with Department 
Water Resources, Land and 
Biodiversity (SA) that 60000 
Ha (separate allocations to pine
& blue gum) can be planted in 
specified water management 
zones within the lower SE - this
amount is based on theoretical 
recharge which occurs during 
the life of the plantation plus an
allocation from the minister’s
'strategic reserve'.  Some 
research is now clearly 
indicating nett water use 
(extraction) of some plantations
planted on shallow water 
tables.  These plantations also 
have high growth rates.  
There is a fear of salinization 
associated with this water 
uptake in the longer term.  
Dealing with this is likely to be

Andrew Moore
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the next big water issue.

• wood quality - research/survey 
is indicating more site variation
than anticipated - in some cases
current royalty structures may 
be inappropriate.

• local Fed MP has promoted the 
establishment of a higher 
education facility (including 
forestry and logistics) in Mount
Gambier, conceptual at this 
stage

Conference Organization

1. Program setting

Program still in development. 
60 members provided useful input on the
program contents via the national 
e-mail survey. A program setting session
is being held next week to finalise the
program as much as possible.

2. Sponsorship

Fair progress to date (3 firm commitments,
many expressions of interest, 2 major
rejections), we need to get some firmer
commitments from interested parties. 
Asponsorship sub-committee is now
meeting fortnightly to move this along.
Promoted sponsorship opportunities at
Austimber & AFG conferences with some
promising initial response.  Aprocedure for
handling the financial side of sponsorship,
brochure & registration form have been
developed.  The next 3 months are critical -
securing of funds at the end & start of the
financial year.

Andrew Moore
(Chair, SA Division)

ACT News

Michael Ryan

The ACT is still very much in recovery
mode following the January 2003 fires
and most of our activities have been
related to the recovery process. 

Joint IFA/ANU student field day
Saturday 6 March

Peter Kanowski and Tony Bartlett
coordinated an excellent field trip
looking at restoration of the A C T
landscape following the January 2003
fires.  About 70 IFA members and ANU
school of resource and environmental
science students joined in on this field
trip.

World fore s t ry day tree planting
Sunday 21 March

The IFA joined forces with Greening
Australia and ACT Forests for a major
tree planting exercise as part of the
bushfire recovery. It was a tremendous
event for the community and opened new
ground for the IFA in the cooperation
with Greening Australia. IFA members
catered for the 350-400 people who came
along for the planting at Holden's Creek
which is that the foot of Mount Stromlo
while ACT forests undertook the site
preparation and Greening A u s t r a l i a
provided the plants. 

About 4000 trees were planted, guarded
and watered in during what could be
described as suboptimal conditions as the
soils almost bone dry with the continuing
absence of rain. It was a tremendous
effort and a most successful partnership
with Greening Australia, ACT Forests
and the IFA and special thanks to Phil
Pritchard, Tony Bartlett, Rachael Dawes
and the Greening Australia staff for their
coordination of the event.

World forestry day dinner Monday 29
March

Another well attended event in with 60
members gathering for the (post) world
forestry day dinner.  Presentations by the
guest speakers Sandy Holloway on the
Olympics and bushfires and Stuart Ellis
on the broader planning issues and
bushfires were well received. The dinner
also saw the raising of Professor Peter
Kanowski and Heather Crompton to
fellows of the Institute. Thanks can again
go to Phil Pritchard for his work in
coordinating this dinner.

Heritage week events

Field days were organised for 3,4,10
April by the friends of the A C T
Arboretum following the destruction of
17 of the 18 Arboretum during the fires.
One of the positive recommendations
from the ACT non urban use study was
the establishment of an international
Arboretum on the western foreshore of
like Burley Griffin.  This is a tremendous
opportunity for the ACT to re-establish a
world-class Arboretum (even if the ACT
Greens and opposition for some for
reason oppose it). Kim Wells, Charlotte
Keller and Tony Fearnside have been
coordinating the field days, gaining
growth data from the burnt Arboretum
and providing input into the new
Arboretum planning.

Michael Ryan
(Deputy Chair, ACT Division)

Phil Pritchard, Steve Thomas and Rachael
Dawes assisting with catering
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Member profile - Jo
Wa l l a c e

I am originally from Victoria and feel
fortunate for having grown up in country
towns.  

That wasn’t too long ago and I had the
freedom to spend most of my time
outdoors, down at the river, cycling,
yabbying, bushwalking.  My interest in,
and love of the bush is the reason I
studied forestry.

I graduated from Melbourne University
during 1995 and started as a public
servant in Bairnsdale on the State Forest
Resource Inventory aerial photography
mapping team and then as a Catchment
Management Officer within the Mitchell-
Tambo Catchment.  This was really
interesting and rewarding work,
addressing catchment issues and working
with local landowners.  A permanent
position came up on the other side of
Australia – Manjimup, Western Australia
with Department of Conservation and

Land Management (CALM) - in one of
my main fields of interest, forest
inventory, with an accomplished team in
the Forest Management Branch (FMB). 

This was a really interesting, 
eye-opening and trying time, with the
Regional Forest Assessment (RFA), the
back-flip on the RFA decision and then
the Forest Management Plan 2004-2013
(FMP).  I was involved in drafting
background industry and economic
reports for the Regional Forest
Assessment (RFA), preparation of
general forest inventory data and
mapping work.  There were various
reviews of the RFA inventory data and I
contributed to sustainable yield analysis
work for the FMP.

Other interesting projects included
contributions to karri regrowth
stratification, forest disease mapping,
karri first thinning planning, northern
pine inventory and jarrah growth rate
analysis.  I completed a post-graduate
degree in economics by correspondence
with lectures available through the
internet.  I joined the Institute through the
Southern Branch in Manjimup and
because everyone else had had a turn, I
became Secretary. The main benefit I
have found from being involved with the
IFA has been attending meetings and
field trips and learning from experienced
foresters from a range of fields.  

I worked with FMB for seven years
including a couple of years in Perth.  I am
now working at Whiteman Park, a
conservation and recreation reserve well
known for its picturesque picnic grounds

and transport heritage attractions.  I am
the Environmental Officer and am
employed by the Department of Planning
and Infrastructure.  It is an operational
role focused on protection of remnant
marri, jarrah and banksia woodland, the
Bennett Brook system and groundwater
quality, as the Park sits on a Perth water
supply.

Recent work includes an annual 
black-gloved wallaby survey, prescribed
burning, weed control and I’m currently
developing a weed monitoring system
and bush trail interpretation material.
The Park is a really interesting place
because it sits in one of the 25 IUCN
biodiversity hot spots worldwide.  It is an
island of remnant vegetation within the
fringe suburbs of Perth covering over
4000 hectares with over half of the area
consisting of high conservation value
remnant vegetation.  If you are out this
way, I am happy to show any interested
IFA members around the Park.

I have been involved with the IFA in
Perth as the Divisional Secretary and I
think it is important to support discussion
and knowledge sharing about forest
management and forestry issues.  It
seems to be increasingly difficult for
members to discuss forestry issues
because they are too close to the issues to
talk about them.  Hopefully this won’t
restrict knowledge sharing.  I’d also like
to assist finalising plans for the
F o r e s t e r s ’ Wood and support the
development of a database listing items
of forest cultural heritage value.  

Jo Wallace

ANU forestry students doing an excellent job in catering Rebecca Blundell helping the planting effort
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

School of Resource Management
Institute of Land & Food Resources
The University of Melbourne Victoria 3010
Phone:  +61 3 8344 5031
Fax:  +61 3 8344 4665

New Force in Forest and Ecosystem Sciences

In 2003 the University of Melbourne and the Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) 
agreed on the establishment of the Forest and Ecosystem Sciences Institute (FESI).  The mission of FESI is 
to provide quality research, education, training and consultancy in forest and ecosystem science that will 
lead to developments in productivity, sustainability and management of forests and forests systems both 
nationally and internationally.

FESI will be a stand-alone entity within the Institute of Land Food Resources (ILFR). The initial agreement will
include a research agreement between the parties under which FESI staff will contract the delivery of research
outcomes to DSE and the funding to fully resource this research will be provided by DSE.  The structure of the
agreement will be such that it is flexible enough to absorb new partners if appropriate.

Under the agreement, DSE staff working on research projects within the existing Forest Science Centre (FSC) at
Creswick and associated administrative and technical support, will be seconded to the University.

Forest Science and Wood Technology Courses

The University of Melbourne has reconfigured its Forest Science degree and will be taking first year students in
2005.  The three year degree combines science, ecology, economics, and environmental and social science;
relevant to both Australian and international forest management.  The first two years cover scientific fundamentals
and applied ecology and these are taught at the Parkville campus.  The third year includes specialist forest subjects
including: fire management, silviculture and forest restoration.  This is a residential year, spent at the Creswick
campus.

The Institute of Foresters of Australia has advised that graduates of the restructured course will be accepted, after
2 years practical work in forestry as Voting Members of the Institute.

A fourth honours year, will allow students to undertake a significant research project and additional elective
subjects, while the option continues of combining the degree with a Bachelor of Science.  Over five years, those
students can put together a complimentary program with further study in science.  The combined degree allows
students to investigate aspects of science in greater depth and in the past botany, environmental science, genetics
and biotechnology have been popular subjects.

Meanwhile an Advanced Diploma in Wood Products Management is under development.  It will be delivered as 
full-time or part time, in on-campus or flexible delivery mode.  It will be delivered alongside the Creswick based
Advanced Diploma in Forestry Management, and will share a number of subjects with that diploma.

The course aims to develop an understanding of the fundamentals of wood science and build essential business
management skills.  Streams in Enterprise Management or Timber Pest Management are planned and the
development of the course has been made in consultation with the forest industry, the furniture sector and remedial
treatment industry.

Open Day at Creswick is Sunday 29 August, while the Parkville Discovery Day is Sunday 22 August.
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Iraq, Bushfires and the
Precautionary Principle

By Roger Underwood

In a recent edition of the London Review
of Books , there is an interesting
discussion (Runciman, 2004) of the use
of the Precautionary Principle by Prime
Minister Tony Blair to justify Britain’s
participation in the Iraq war.

According to the article Mr. Blair’s
argument runs like this: We (the British
government) could not be sure whether
Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass

destruction or what he would do with
them if he had them. If we did nothing,
hoping for the best, and it turned out he
did have them, and then used them, the
result would have been catastrophic.
Therefore the safe thing, the
precautionary thing, was to take action
and pre-empt a possible disaster.
Furthermore, Mr. Blair argues, having
been warned by his intelligence chiefs
that catastrophe was likely, if he had
done nothing and catastrophe eventuated,
he and his government would rightly be
held accountable.

I find this positioning interesting. Mr.
Blair is using the Precautionary Principle

in a way familiar to many Australian
foresters (Anon 2000), but in the
opposite way to that used by many
environmentalists. Here I am referring in
particular to the green activists and
academics with whom some of us have
argued for 30 years or more about the use
of prescribed burning to reduce the risk
of catastrophic forest fires. According to
those opposing prescribed burning, there
is a risk that periodic mild fires will
damage the environment, and this risk
exceeds the risk of environmental
damage by high intensity wildfire.
Therefore, they argue, the safe thing, the
precautionary thing, is to not burn. 

I FA Conference - Call for
A b s t r a c t s
10 – 14 April 2005
Mount Gambier S.A.

Thanks to all members who responded to
the ‘Quick Survey’ regarding what you,
as members, would like to see and hear at
the Conference. We now have some
really good suggestions of topics and
speakers, which will endeavour to
include in the program.

The Conference Committee is preparing
a draft program and is now calling for
abstracts. Although other topics for
papers would be considered the
conference themes are:

• Innovation

• Market share for wood including
substitutes.

• Timber marketing.

• Wood quality.

• Market driven performance including
certification.

• Engaging with communities. 

• Biodiversity, conservation &
plantations.

• Forest protection

• Landuse sustainability, changing
landscapes

• Water

• Technologies and Tools – Trees for
the future.

• Changing face of forestry ownership
and its implications

• Value from research.

• Native forestry – is there a future?

• Farm forestry.

• Foresters at work at home and abroad

• Forestry Profession – Education,
Careers & the IFA.

• Healing the excesses. Including
climate change& salination.

Submissions may be made with an
Abstract  (200 and 400 words)
preferably in electronic format. Please
indicate whether your Abstract is for an
oral or poster presentation. 

For further information & Abstract
submissions please contact:

Jim O’Hehir
IFA Conference Editorial 
Committee
Telephone: 08 - 87242 776

Send Abstracts to: 
Email: o’hehir.jim@saugov.sa.gov.au

Deadline for presentation of Abstracts. Friday 17 September 2004

Notification of authors including accepting or Friday 1 October 2004
rejecting Abstracts and writing instructions.

Notification to authors for acceptance/refusal of Papers. Friday 24 December 2004

Deadline for draft Papers. Friday 24 December 2004

Deadline for final Papers. Friday 4 February 2005

Timetable:
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There are three General Rules about
bushfires in Australia: 

(i) Any attempt to exclude fire 
from eucalypt forests is 
doomed to failure. Lightning, 
arson or accidental ignition can 
never be permanently 
eliminated;

(ii) The longer a eucalypt forest 
remains unburnt, the greater the
probability that the next fire will
be a large and intense. Fire 
intensity and difficulty of 
control always increase with 
increasing fuel load; and 

(iii) Large all-consuming bushfires 
cause far greater damage 
(including environmental 
damage) than small, patchy,
mild fires. 

Using fire to fight fire is not a theoretical
exercise in risk assessment. Australian
foresters have long observed the
consequences of mild fire and those of
intense wildfires. The differences are
stark and do not favour wildfire against
any set of criteria you can come up with,
again including environmental.

Harking back to my days in a
government agency I have also argued,
like Mr. Blair, that since I knew the
relative risks, and since I had been
appointed to a position where I was
expected to do something about them, I
did not have the option to sit back, hope
for the best, and do nothing. Unlike the
environmental activists, I was
accountable for actual bushfire
outcomes. If I had failed to put in place
an effective program of bushfire
mitigation, in this case through
prescribed burning for fuel reduction,
and there was a bushfire catastrophe, it
would be me who would have to take the
witness stand in the Coroner’s Court.

Amazingly, this argument is still to be
won. The environmental damage caused
by the large, high intensity bushfires in
Victoria, NSW, A C T and WA in the
summer of 2002/3 has never become a
public issue. The reverse seems to be the
case. Governments in NSW, Victoria and
WAhave covered-up or played down this
aspect of the fires, and the
environmentalists are in total denial. The
litany of environmental horrors from the

eastern States fires is extensive: an
appalling kill of wildlife and destruction
of habitat, the ruination of endangered
species recovery programs, even-aged
regeneration extending across hundreds
of thousands of hectares, widescale
baking and loss of soil, choking of
streams, death of fish, pollution of
reservoirs, invasion by weeds and feral
animals.  But almost nothing has been
said, officially, about any of this. 

Another example is the appropriately
named Mt Cook bushfire in the West
Australian jarrah forest. This incinerated
nearly 20 thousand hectares of long
unburnt forest in a conservation reserve,
and was only rounded up when it finally
ran into a recent burn in State forest. The
Mt Cook fire is now estimated to have
killed over 10 million mature jarrah and
marri trees, obliterated every last plant
and animal in the ecological refuge areas
on the granite monadnocks and resulted
in extensive sedimentation of streams
feeding Perth’s most important water
supply reservoir. There has never been a
single public comment on this from the
media, the environmentalists, the
Minister for the Environment or the WA
Conservation Commission. Indeed, the
latter recently published a new
management plan for the jarrah forest
proudly based on the environmentalist’s
version of the Precautionary Principle. If
this results in a further decline in
C A L M ’s annual prescribed burning
program, as is likely, the outcome will be
far from uncertain: a large, intense and
unstoppable bushfire – a weapon of mass
destruction if ever there was one. 

Philosophical debate about something
open to such contrasting interpretation as
the Precautionary Principle is diverting,
but does not help land managers in the
field. Moreover, the rigid application of
the environmentalist interpretation
("When in doubt do nothing" or "Do not
allow any action to take place unless it
can be proven to be free of all risks") is
simply another way of saying "give up!"
When it comes to fire in the Australian
environment, there is no option to decide
to do nothing and hope for the best, nor
can a responsible land manager simply
give up in the face of difficulties. 

The bushfire management adage I was
taught as a young district forester was
"hope for the best, but prepare for the

worst." After 42 years in the business I
have never seen anything which
invalidated this precautionary approach.
M o r e o v e r, in advocating a fire
management package that incorporates a
well-managed regime of prescribed
burning, we are not venturing into the
unknown. The environmental impact of
periodic mild fires in eucalypt forests is
these days regarded by scientists as
negligible, provided there is some
diversity built into the burning regime.
Indeed, it is beginning to appear that
there is a greater risk to forest health
from excluding fire. The research
supporting these views, together with the
growing body of knowledge about
Aboriginal burning, is impossible to deny
- unless you are coming from a position
where risk assessment is driven by
ideology rather than by science and
practical experience. A more scary risk is
whether we can afford to have ideologists
in charge of bushfire policy.

I am not necessarily a supporter of Mr.
Blair or the Iraq war, but I respect his
courage in applying the Precautionary
Principle to the risk that Saddam Hussein
had and would then use weapons of mass
destruction. I also understand how much
easier it is to "do nothing and hope for
the best" when you are not the person
who will be held accountable if failing to
take action has a catastrophic outcome.

References:

Runciman, D (2004): "The Precautionary
Principle – Tony Blair and the language
of risk". London Review of Books 26 (7) 

Anon (2000): "Forestry and the
Precautionary Principle". I n
Conservation and Use of West Australian
Forests. Roger Underwood and Jack
Bradshaw (Editors).

Roger Underwood is Chairman of The
Bushfire Front, an organisation of West
Australian foresters and fire scientists
dedicated to best practice in bushfire
management.  His email address 
is yorkgum@git.com.au and the 
Bushfire Front website is
wwww.bushfirefront.com.au 

(Editorial note: The views expressed by
Mr Underwood are his views and not
necessarily those of members of the
Institute of Foresters of Australia.)
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WA's Forest
Management Plan
R e l e a s e d

After years of acrimonious debate and
a government 'buy-out' of two thirds of
the native forest sawmills, the 
WA Conservation Commission has
finally gazetted a new 10-year 
Forest Management Plan.  A l t h o u g h
implementing the Government's
election pledge to stop logging in all
old growth forest has been the driving
philosophy behind the dramatic
changes to the native forest industry,
significant areas of regrowth forests
have also been excised from future
timber harvesting. 

Early in 2002 the Conservation
Commission conducted a forum to
debate scientific aspects of its
proposals. The forum was well
attended by conservationists,
sawmillers, practicing foresters,
academics and forest research people
from both public and private
o rganisations.  Detailed and
sophisticated monitoring and control
measures to guard against every
conceivable threat to forest health and
vitality were debated but one
significant conclusion was reached.

"The health and vitality of forest
ecosystems is under greater threat from
a shortage of funds than from any
responsible managed logging." 

Nothing has changed - the now
gazetted Plan is little more than a
'greens wish list' that has little prospect
of being adequately funded.  The Plan
assumes that past timber harvesting has
caused lasting irreversible destruction
of the forest biodiversity but no
monitoring is proposed to produce
evidence to support such a belief.
Revenue from the sale of timber has
been slashed to a fraction of its past, so
that production and reserved forests
alike are under threat of neglect and
inadequate protection.

The Plan claims to have adopted slightly
m o d i f i e d Montreal Criteria as the
framework for ecologically sustainable
forest management (ESFM).  The 

Montreal Criteria are:

1) Conservation of biodiversity

2) Maintenance of productive 
capacity

3) Maintenance of ecosystem 
health and vitality

4) Conservation and maintenance 
of soil and water

5) Maintenance of forests 
contribution to the global 
carbon cycle

6) Maintenance of heritage

7) Maintenance of socio-
economic values.

The Plan however, chooses not to apply
items 2) and 7) when dealing with the
more than half of the forest area that is
locked up in parks and reserves - hardly a
slight modification of the Montreal
Criteria.

Other disturbing aspects of the Plan are:

• It makes no attempt to cost the
detailed demands that it makes.
Provision is made for reporting any
shortfall but it does not spell out the
consequences of any such inaction
nor prescribe actions required if such
demands are not met due to financial
constraints.  It is clearly evident that
actions demanded of forest managers
have been greatly increased while the
revenue derived from timber royalties
and the sale of other forest products
will be significantly reduced.

• No monitoring is proposed in forests
that were harvested decades ago even
though many now have high
conservation values.

• The natural senescence and decline
of forests in reserves is not
acknowledged as a threat to their
health and vitality.

• Although the stated objective of the
Plan is "An overall aim of the plan
is to seek to sustain and, where
applicable, enhance the productive
capacity of the forest," many of the
precautionary provisions in the Plan,

however, reduce timber yields,
thereby threatening to disrupt social
and economic stability.  Examples of
these threats are:

• The area of native forest 
available for timber harvesting 
has been reduced to 1,166,100 
hectares, which is just 47% of 
the area covered by the Plan.  

• The annual yield of 1st and 2nd

grade sawlogs of 185,000 m3

from this area is just 0.12 
m3/ha/year (about 1/4 of the 
yield per hectare of the 
previous Forest Management 
Plan.)

• The Plan fails to include any 
timber other than 1 st and 2nd

grade sawlogs in the sustained 
yield calculations. Although the 
Plan purports to increase the 
utilisation of lower grades the 
government has not called for 
expressions of interest from 
industry for the purchase of this 
material.  Instead it has chosen 
to 'buy out' all but a dozen or so 
sawmills that have allocations 
of 1st and 2nd grade sawlogs.

• Although the Executive 
Summary states "The 
opportunity for the furniture
industry to increase production 
is now dependent on the ability 
of industry to utilise these 
smaller, shorter and lower 
quality logs." the Plan itself 
does not have reference to it.  
The facts are that the 
availability of timber from 1st

and 2nd grade logs for value 
adding will decline by about 
60% and timber from lower 
grade logs is less suitable for 
furniture making.

• Not one hectare of the forest 
available for harvesting has 
Production as a primary use.  
Conservation of biodiversity is 
paramount, except for the 
continued harvesting of honey 
by introduced bees and limited 
options for thinning to increase 
water flows.
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I t ’s not what your Institute can do for you
but what you can do for your Institute...

Volunteers on State/Branch
Committees are always welcome .

• The Plan states that expanded 
programs of thinning that 
would promote future sawlog 
growth, could be undertaken
and may occur during the life of
the Plan.  The fact that 
requests by some sawmillers 
and research organisations to 
gain access to smaller and 
shorter logs to supplement 
allocations of 1 st and 2nd grade 
sawlogs, have been refused, 
suggests that improved 
productivity has a very low 
priority. The Plan "commits the 
Forest Products Commission to 
continue exploring ways to 
facilitate the utilisation of these 
logs" but there is no 'plan' to 
implement it. 

• The Plan states there is 
available a further 847,000 m3

of "other bole logs" that do not 
make 1st or 2nd grade sawlogs, 
but nothing in the Plan 
encourages research and 
development into techniques 
for its commercial utilisation.

• A key performance indicator 
provides for early thinning 
schedules (to underpin future 
yields) to be achieved as 
prescribed in silvicultural 
schedules.  However, neither 
the yield calculations nor the 
thinning schedules are 
appended to the Plan and no 
plans are submitted for the 
commercial sale of products 
from the thinning operations.

• The Plan does not recognise the
ability of native forest to 
recover from the disturbance of 
timber harvesting and yet the 
Dalgarup block (2,500ha of 
prime jarrah forest) that was 
harvested by steam winch to 
rail during the winter of 1951 is
now proposed as a new national
park Personal records of the 

September quarter harvest of 
that year reveal that the volume 
removed during those winter 
months was in the order of 175 
m3/ha.  Snig tracks were long 
and deep, resulting in severe 
disturbance far greater than that 
caused by current rubber-tyred 
harvesters. Hardly minimal 
disturbance and certainly not 
"old growth" by any definition.  
In the karri forest there is no 
better example of the ability of 
native forest to recover from 
timber harvesting than the 
Boranup National Park that was 
clear felled more than 100 
years ago.  The biodiversity of 
flora and fauna of this 
magnificent 250 ha of karri 
forest meet all the criteria of an 
undisturbed native forest.

• The Plan provides for the 
monitoring of the effects of 
harvesting on biodiversity - but 
only in recently harvested 
forest blocks.  It does not 
propose to monitor the 
biodiversity in blocks such as 
Dalgarup and Boranup nor does 
it propose to monitor 
biodiversity in other parks or 
reserves.  This implies that 
provided there is no timber 
harvesting, that biodiversity 
will be preserved.  It fails to 
provide monitoring of the 
adverse effects of tourism, lack 
of regular burning, feral plants 
and animals, apiarists, and 
other permitted uses that can 
disturb the forest ecology.

• Culling non-commercial marri 
trees is proposed when 
regenerating jarrah or karri 
after harvesting.  But 
amendments to the silvicultural 
guidelines provide for a 
compromise between the cost 
of culling and the removal of 
competition that will result in 

"a large component of the 
marri will be left to grow on as 
part of the resulting forest 
structure." This is another 
example of reduced rather than 
sustained or enhanced 
productivity.

• The Forest Products Commission
in implementing the Plan, actively
discourages the use of native
timbers for structural timber uses
by making the supply of furniture
timbers a prerequisite for jarrah
log allocations.  No recognition is
given to the importance of
structural timber as a value added
long-life product with very little
waste as a substitute for energy-
hungry alternative building
materials.  Rather it places the
emphasis on furniture while
failing to recognise that most
furniture needs the scarce select
quality timber and that in
producing the finished articles,
some 35% is lost in sawdust,
shavings and dockings. 

• The restrictions imposed by the
need to apply the precautionary
principle to guard against every
conceivable risk factor in the
'whole of forest' will result in
timber yields that cannot possibly
be supported commercially.
Encouraging increased imports of
hardwood timbers is irresponsible
as it in effect passes-the-buck to
developing countries less able to
provide responsible forest
management.

The impact of the Forest
Management Plan for 2004 to 2013
threatens the viability of a sustained
commercial industry and the
associated timber communities while
the significantly reduced timber
royalties will not meet the costs of
adequately protecting the forests.
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Building a New Model
for A u s t r a l i a ’s Forestry
Sector: Proposing a 21s t

Century Marriage

Sustainable Forestry Program, School of
Environmental Science and
Management,
Southern Cross University.
PO Box 157, Lismore NSW 2480,
Australia

Email: mha11@scu.edu.au 
jvanclay@scu.edu.au

This paper consists of a summary of the
research project "The Impact of
Regional Forest Agreements (RFAs) on
the Integrating Process of Biodiversity
Conservation and Sustainable Wood
Production in Regional Australia" (July,
2002). It summarises the purpose and
findings of the project and canvasses
some management implications
emerging from this work.

The research project in summary

In 1992, the Commonwealth and State
and Territory Governments shared their
vision of ecologically sustainable forest
management (ESFM) of A u s t r a l i a ’s forests,
and adopted a National Forest Policy
Statement (NFPS). As a principal
instrument of the NFPS, the Regional
Forest Agreements (RFAs) set the direction
for Australian forestry until 2020. T h e
R FAs resolved some problems but created
new ones.

As the RFAs – even though they are seen as
the most comprehensive resource and
environmental planning exercise ever
undertaken in regional Australia – do not
cover all native forests, plantations or farm
forests in each of their regions, and as they
reflect the change from State to private
ownership poorly, they may not achieve the
aim of balancing conservation and
p r o d u c t i o n .

Therefore, it is a question brought by the
R FAs themselves that w h e t h e r, and how
institutional changes can help to balance
c o n s e rvation and production within their
c o n t e x t ?

The question was taken up by this research.
It sought to analyse the impact of RFAs on
the integrating process of conservation 
with production in regional Australia, 
and to propose a new model of
conservation-with-production suitable for
the tenets of ecologically sustainable forest
management (ESFM) in A u s t r a l i a .

Built on the CSIRO research programs –
the Australian Forest Sector Model 1983
(AFSM) and the Sustainable Landscapes
Program H, 1998, this research
developed a methodology that
encompasses the t o p - d o w n a n d
bottom-up approaches with
their ten major steps in a logical
s e q u e n c e .

Whereas the top-down
approach identified the forestry
issues unresolved within the
RFAs and then put them
forward as the directing
h y p o t h e s e s, two case studies
were selected by the b o t t o m - u p
approach to provide data
sources, as well as replication
of the findings and at the same
time verify the directing
h y p o t h e s e s .

These regional cases were the
North East New South Wa l e s
Regional Forest Agreement
Region (case 1) and the South
East Queensland Comprehensive Regional
Assessment Region (case 2). The data were
generated through questionnaires with
open-ended questions, field observations
and documentary reviews.

Jerry Vanclay and Minh-Tam Ha

The findings obtained from two case
studies, which contain both their
quantitative and qualitative aspects,
uncovered the root cause of the institutional
problems that exist at present in the
linkages between and within the State
forest agencies, and concluded that:

Although there are clearly positive impacts
of the CRA/RFA p rocess on biodiversity
conservation, forest-based industries,
plantations and farm forestry, socio-
economic and cultural values, the curre n t
institutions responsible for the
management and implementation of fore s t
policies in regional Australia are too
cumbersome, overlapped and conflicting,
and that the manners in which our fore s t
policies are put into practice are confused,
nebulous and ineffective.

Founded upon the findings obtained in this
research, a new model for A u s t r a l i a ’s
forestry sector at three levels – Federal,
State and Regional – was created in
accordance with the Australian
Constitution (see Figure 1).

The Australian Forestry Sector
Governance System 

The new model carried with it four
fundamental characteristics, reflecting the

Figure 1: A new Model for Australia’s
Forestry Sector
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new conditions of ESFM in regional
Australia, resulting from the CRA/RFA
process. These fundamental characteristics
w e r e :

(i) First, the new concept of 
A u s t r a l i a ’s fore s t ry sector

A u s t r a l i a ’s forestry sector is united as an
economic branch in the national economy.

(ii) Second, the tenet of i n t e g r a t i n g
conservation with production

The pragmatic tenet of integrating
c o n s e rvation with pro d u c t i o n is highlighted
in the forestry institutional framework.

(iii) Third, the regionalization of 
sustainable forest management

There is a strong focus on the
regionalization of sustainable forest
management in multiple-use forests in
regional A u s t r a l i a .

(iv) F o u r, the new role of the 
private fore s t ry sector

An increasing role of the forestry private
sector as a global trend as well as a
significant source for both conservation
and production is also recognized and
capitalized on.

C o n c l u s i o n s

By all concise accounts, this study is of
the theory and its power of pr e d i c t i o n
adopted throughout its very essence
and here it is with the new model for
A u s t r a l i a ’s forestry sector created to
have them re-confirmed cogently that:

Australian forestry is in the process of
transition from the "primacy of wood
p ro d u c t i o n " to ecologically sustainable
development. Even so, the first
foundations for ecologically
sustainable forest management (ESFM)
in multiple use forests have actually
been laid in regional Australia during
the CRA/RFA p r o c e s s .

Under the context of RFAs, it is vital
that "integrating conservation with
p ro d u c t i o n " as a new model for
A u s t r a l i a ’s forestry sector can help to
achieve the goal of ESFM as the " r i g h t
b a l a n c e " between conservation and
production in A u s t r a l i a .

This research found the metaphorical
phrase "a 21s t c e n t u ry marr i a g e " t o
signify the pragmatic tenet of
integrating conservation with
p ro d u c t i o n derived from the CSIRO
Sustainable Landscapes Program H,
1 9 9 8 .

Management implications

The following are some management
implications founded upon the findings of
this research project.

( 1 )National and State Economy:A s
proposed in the new model for
A u s t r a l i a ’s forestry sector at three
levels – Federal, State and Regional,
the inherent relationship between
conservation and production, which has
been separated for more than 100
years, may now become an inseparable
one under the context of RFAs and the
new stage of ecologically sustainable
forest management (ESFM) in regional
Australia. Their union will not only
signify clearly the contribution of
A u s t r a l i a ’s forestry sector to the
national and State economy as the
whole, but also bring an end to the long
history disputed over forest
management and uses within the
Australian society.

( 2 )State and Regional Economy: For the
purposes of this study, although a
regional network of Forestry District
Centres (FDCs) is not included in the
new model for A u s t r a l i a ’s forestry
s e c t o r, but it should be seen as
complementary parts to the new model,
and also to an integrated solution to
address the forestry issues unresolved
within RFAs. These FDCs which are
closely connected with the local
government areas (LGAs) are to
provide employment opportunities and
all of other services for forest
dependent communities, forestry
enterprises, forest workers and their
families, and to maintain optimal
contributions of the forestry sector in
an ecologically sustainable basis to the
State and regional economy.

Acknowledgements

To those who have contributed to the
Regional Forest Agreement (RFA )
survey methods, both by way of
completing the questionnaires or

personal communications, and also to
many of our colleagues who have helped
the research in generous manners, we
give our sincere thanks. There-upon, we
happily dedicate this research:

"To all Australians who are 
Forest-Lovers"

• email advice of current
employment vacancies

• email Bulletin weekly advising
members of current events and
encouraging an exchange of
information in Forestry

• a newsletter every quarter
containing up-to-date analysis of
what’s happening in forestry
around Australia and elsewhere

• a quarterly scientific journal –
Australian Forestry

• the opportunity to apply for
accreditation through the
Registered Professional Forester
scheme

• field days focusing on forestry
issues

• a biennial technical conference

• professional development awards 

• locally based  meetings and
activities (State division and
regional branch)

• the potential to contribute to the
advancement of forestry in
Australia through submissions
and policy statements

• access to website (with members
only access coming soon)

• a Membership Certificate
confirming your professional
membership

• a tax deduction for your
membership subscription

• professional recognition

Some benefits in being a
Member of the IFA

Some of the many benefits of
being a Member of the IFA
include:
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‘ A brief history of the
Australian Forestry
S c h o o l ’

by L.T. Carron - available
for sale
The IFA National Office is currently
selling a limited number of copies of this
publication, which was originally
compiled for a Year 2000 reunion of the
Australian Forestry School. Monies
raised will be donated to the MR Jacobs
Memorial Prize in Silviculture.

The MR Jacobs Memorial Prize in
Silviculture was established through
generous donations from former
colleagues and past students of Dr
Jacobs.  The prize takes the form of a
book and is awarded each year to a
completing Bachelor of Science Forestry
student who has achieved the most
outstanding results in silviculture, taken
as part of the degree program.  The prize
is awarded to students at the Australian
National University, The University of
Melbourne and University of Canterbury
(NZ).  The prize was first awarded in
1998 to the graduating class of 1997. Mr
R L Newman coordinated the donations.

The publication is a 24 page illustrated
book with a colour cover. If you would
like to purchase a copy of this historical
read for $5.50 plus $5.00 postage and
handling please use the order form on
page 26 and fax it to: 02 – 6281 4693 or
contact Emma Byrne at
e m m a . b y r n e @ f o r e s t r y. o rg.au or
telephone 02 6281 3992. 
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Third Forest Management
Workshop - Canberra 
23-25 March 2004
(Report by K. Wells, ACT Division)

Seventy five (75)  people registered for the
workshop. Jacky Croke from the A u s t r a l i a n
Defence Forces Academy (University of
New South Wales) welcomed us and said
she hoped the informality of the previous
two workshops (the last one at Wa r b u r t o n ,
Victoria 5  years ago) would be maintained.
The workshop was an opportunity, she
said, to critically review the impact of new
research on management of forest
environments in Australia. A very full
program of speakers followed, beginning,
appropriately, with a session on fire
m a n a g e m e n t , then two sessions on f o re s t
h y d ro l o g y and one on f o rest management,
before two medium-sized, v e r y
comfortable buses took participants on a
day trip to Kowen forest and the foothills
of the Brindabellas. Sessions on the last
day of the workshop were all in the
category: sediment delivery and water
quality.

Fire Management

A paper by Jim Gould brought us up to
date with the fire management program
of  CSIRO Forestry & Forest Products.
Verdon et al. offered the prospect of
predicting bushfire risk well in advance
through knowledge of  relationships
between fire risk and weather drivers, El
Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) and
Inter-decadal Pacific Oscillation (IPO).
Reader & Hanstrum continued this theme
by describing the synoptic pattern
associated with major bushfires which
occurred in southwest WA on 27
December 2003,  pointing out that global
and regional scale Numerical Weather
Prediction models can be used to predict
such extreme fire weather conditions
several days in advance. Sheridan
presented papers using simulated rainfall
to show water run-off and quality,
sediment and nutrition implications of
bushfires.

Forest Hydrology

Rob Vertessy, Director of the CRC for
Catchment Hydrology and recently
appointed Chief, CSIRO Division of
Land & Water, gave a paper, Plantation

and water yield - revisiting a
c o n t roversial topic. Readers of the
Australian Forestry Journal will have
noticed the source paper for this talk in
AFJ 66(1), 55-61 (q.v.). A paper on the
same topic by Adam Gerrand et al. of the
Bureau of Rural Sciences, urged land
managers to keep the impacts of
plantations on water in perspective,
pointing out that plantations generally
make up only a small proportion of
catchments (1-6%). Peter Hairsine et al.
introduced the concept of Commercial
and Environmental Fore s t ry in their
p a p e r, suggesting that net positive
environmental benefits, especially
salinity benefits, are more likely to be
achieved in regions with a mean annual
rainfall 600-800 mm rather than in high
rainfall zones.  Flow duration curves as
aids to modelling afforestation effects 
on water yields were discussed by 
Lane et al.

Harvesting in Victorian wet forests
came in for some criticism by Hughes,
speaking for ‘Doctors for Native
Forests’, since it  leads to water yield
reductions according to data from the
Thomson catchment which supplies
water for Melbourne. Benyon et al.
have found that, although conditions
for it are uncommon nationally,
plantations may be net users of
groundwater in southeast South
Australia where soils are readily
permeable and the depth to
groundwater is less than 6 metres. State
Forests NSW have entered into an
agreement whereby they are paid for
the water used by trees in a pilot
salinity control trial on a sub-
catchment of the Little River. Heat
pulse sapflow sensors are being used to
compute water use (Barton & Wa l s h ) .

Bren & Hopmans used measurements
of runoff from small catchments in
northeast Victoria to conclude that
native eucalypt forests there are quite
heavy water users and that the extra
water yielded (up to 300 mm) when the
forest was felled to plant pines lessened
as pines grew. By the time they were 17
years old pines appeared to use a
similar amount of water to that of the
original eucalypt forest. The authors
also measured solutes in stream water
from these catchments as Montreal
Process Indicators of sustainable forest
m a n a g e m e n t .

Forest Management

Kanowski observed that while there was
increased political commitment to
sustainable forest management (SFM)
there was diminished institutional
capacity to deliver it. SFM, while an
elegant concept, is very complex to
communicate, formulate and apply but
King concluded that Forestry Tasmania
has a sound framework for SFM with
independent certification against the
Australian Forestry Standard to back it
up. The Regional Forest Agreement for
Tasmania requires that results from the
Warra long-term ecological research site
be taken into account in the development
of sustainability indicators.

Jurskis is concerned that declining forest
heath in coastal NSW and more widely in
temperate Australia has not been
recognized, for instance in State of the
Forest reporting, as an issue of concern.
Jurskis links this decline to reduced
frequency of low intensity burning. In
Tasmania new guidelines to better
protect headwater streams in the forestry
estate from erosion caused by harvesting
have been formalized by the Forest
Practices Board  (McIntosh).

Fertilizer studies by Murphy et al.
indicates that regeneration on log
landings in native forest may be limited
as much by soil nutrition as by physical
constraints. After standard rehabilitation
work including sowing with eucalypt
seed, the addition of N (200 kg/ha) and P
(100 kg/ha) led to comparable or better
growth of saplings on the landing
compared to the general harvest area
where fertilizer was also applied.

Sediment Delivery and Water Quality

Fourteen (14) papers were delivered in
this category: Jacky Croke has included
reference to most of these in her review
paper, Forest harvesting activities and
water quality: a new approach to an old
p ro b l e m. Her Summary is quoted
verbatim below.

‘In returning to the three themes of
(1)  roads, (2) connectivity and (3)
catastrophic events [the themes
recognized at the Second Forest
Management Workshop in 1999], it
appears that research has continued
to make a contribution to our
understanding of these aspects as
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they relate to forest management and
water quality protection. Roads are
now regraded as the most significant
source of sediment but, just as
importantly, as the dominant pathway
for runoff and sediment delivery in
forests. The concept of connectivity
has allowed us to better view the
catchment-scale impacts of poor road
location and drainage. This will
inevitably lead to a more holistic
basis for water quality protection and

provide the industry with practical
guidance on priority areas for road
rehabilitation and water quality
protection. While it is widely
acknowledged that the most
important issues in relation to water
quality relate to the standard of forest
management practices, events of the
last year in many states also highlight
the disturbance due to natural
catastrophic events. The challenge
now is to work with the industry in

developing and modifying best
management practices for the
recovery of many forested
catchments.’

The proceedings will be published as a
CRC Catchment Hydrology Te c h n i c a l
Report available in September at $27.50
per copy.

IFA support to attend this meeting is
gratefully acknowledged.

Coming events
DATE EVENT CONTACT

27 June – 2 July 2004

26 – 28 July 2004

15 –21 August 2004

12 – 17 September 2004

If you have a ‘Coming Event’you would like included please email ifa@forestry.org.au with the date of the event, title and contact details for 
urther information. A l t e r n a t i v e l y, advertising of your event (either as a full page or half page) is as easy as contacting the National office on
i f a @ f o r e s t r y.org.au or telephone 02 6281 3992. Competitive rates available and your Conference event will reach over 1200 IFAmembers – your
target forestry market!

Australian Forestry Conference, Bayview on
the Park, Melbourne

XXII International Congress of Entomology:
Strength in Diversity, Brisbane

A Forest Conscienceness, 6th National
Conference of the Australian Forest History
Society Inc

http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca 

Contact inquiries:
Carillon Conference Management P/L
Tel: 07 3368 2644
Email: matt@ccm.com.au 

Contact inquiries:
Ms Janie Bint
Tel: 08 9384 1249
Email: jcsbinet@hotlinks.net.au 
http://cres.anu.edu.au/environhist/forestconf.html 

27 September – 1 October 2004

10 – 13 November 2004

IUFRO Communication Strategies for
Multiple Partner Involvement in Forestry
Extension

NAFI Future Forests and Timber 2004,
Sheraton on the Park, Sydney

Contact Inquiries:
Roland Beck
Email: beck@forst.tu-muenchen.de

Contact Inquiries:
Tel: 02 9983 9330

Contact inquiries:
Tel: 02 9923 5090
Email: info@iir.com.au
www.iir.com/resources

(Special -  IFA Members 10% discount on
registration!!)

1st World Congress of Agroforestry
Orlando, Florida USA

10-14 April 2005 Institute of Foresters of Australia –
National Conference Mount Gambier,
South Australia

Contact Inquiries:
Contact: Jenny Peterson 
Ph: 08 8724 6021
EmaiL: dig@cbi.net.au

9 – 13 August 2005 Forests in the Balance: Linking tradition and
technology XXII IUFRO World Congress,
Brisbane

Contact inquiries:
www.iufro2005.com 
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I’m a forestry
professional too!
- says Anthea Howard

I have a few scattered observations I would
like to add to Adam Beaumont’s useful
discussion starter article in the last edition
of ‘The Fore s t e r’. I’m not a forester but I
‘work with the forestry industry’, and
regard myself as a ‘forestry professional’,
as Ian Barnes neatly proposed several
issues back. My underg r a d u a t e
background was in politics and public
p o l i c y, and initial working life in native
title mediation. So I’m a relative new-
comer to the forestry industry, and
although I cannot claim significant depth
of experience, I can offer some
observations from a socio-political as well
as technical perspective.

Interestingly enough, the question I am
most often asked by local farmers (who
know I have something to do with trees) is:
‘you work for Parks don’t you?’A l t h o u g h
there is some community concern about
‘land going under trees’among sections of
the farming community in my region, the
response that I am working with the
forestry industry rather than Parks often
engenders a more interested attitude from
farmers. As a result of active promotion
and provision of farm forestry technical
support over the past three planting years,
we now have a number of leading farmers
growing plantation timber, and increasing
acceptance forestry as a viable activity.
This suggests to me that we need to work
more closely with the agricultural sector –
a strategy repeatedly highlighted in
national discussions on farm forestry and
plantation development over the past 18
m o n t h s .

The person who got me interested in
forestry instilled the (I believe) very
accurate view that ‘foresters were the
first conservationists’. For those open
minded enough to participate, I always
enjoy a discussion about the relative
merits of native forest management
versus plantation development. Coming
from a plantation based state that has no
native forest harvesting, it is often
interesting to hear people (including
those who regard themselves as ‘green’)
be led to the conclusion that native forest
management done well is in fact the most
sustainable form of farming possible in
the Australian environment. These same
people often commence the discussion
by taking refuge in the fact that ‘at least
South Australia is a plantation state’.

While I work in a plantation context, my
introduction to forest science was in New
South Wales while undertaking
postgraduate study in natural resources.
Nothing makes me more frustrated than
people inside the industry disowning any
s e c t o r, with the native forest
management usually being the ‘fall guy’.
Trees are trees, and we’re all in this
together whether we like it or not.

On that note, I do believe that the
industry needs to counter bad media
coverage far more than occurs at present,
and promote itself in a coherent manner.
However, there is a simultaneous need to
improve on-ground and corporate
management practice, and restructure a
single research and development
corporation to represent the whole
i n d u s t r y. More robust internal debate
about acceptable management practices
is required for the industry to mature at
the political level. We’re all guilty by
association at present, and if we fail to

challenge bad practice we only have
ourselves to blame. I see some interesting
parallels between the current state of the
forestry industry and where the mining
industry was at in the 1970s and 80s.
Until we have a unified national peak
body, a truly representative RDC, and
some commercial leaders who are
genuinely responsible corporate citizens,
supportive of local communities where
they operate, environmentally sensitive
in their management practices, and
economically sound, we’re all going to
continue to cop it. The industry has a
long way to go, at the peak body level
and commercially, before this
fragmentation and ‘bad corporate
behaviour’ will be addressed.

Being involved in the national Private
Forestry Development Committee
network, and having a research and
professional interest in the management of
community concern regarding forestry
development, I agree with Adam that there
are plenty of good ideas and good will out
there about forestry and foresters among
landholders and (even!) urban dwellers. It’s
up to all of us involved in the forestry
profession to respond to those supportive
people in the community by having the
internal debates we need to have to move
the industry forward into the 21st century. 

(Anthea is the Executive Officer of Private
Forestry Kangaroo Island, a voting
member of the IFA, and a member of the
Mount Lofty-Kangaroo Island A u s t r a l i a n
Forest Growers Branch Committee. She
also sits on the board of Agriculture
Kangaroo Island, the peak industry body
for primary producers in the region. T h e
views expressed in this article are personal,
and not necessarily those of Private
Forestry Kangaroo Island.)

Welcome to the following new members
Name Division Membership level

Steven King Victoria Voting Member
Brendan Vollemaere Queensland Voting Member
Paul de Mar New South Wales Voting Member
Kenneth Bubb Queensland Voting Member
Brett McGennisken Victoria Associate Member
Bob Aspden New South Wales Associate Member
Matthew Kinny Australian Capital Territory Student Member
Nicole Moffat Australian Capital Territory Student Member
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J o i n i n g  F o r c e s

The two largest Australasian forestry R&D providers, CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products and Forest Research are joining forces.  From July
1 this year, a new joint venture will handle many of the core forestry research and development activities of both organisations. 

The goal of this initiative is to strengthen capacity and increase technology transfer to both forest industry and pulp and paper clients. The
enhanced ability to build expert teams and tackle complex problems is an important factor in enabling the sector to remain globally competitive.

The joint venture merges four key areas:

• Pulp, paper and packaging – working with clients on the development of higher value products and reduction of manufacturing costs. 

• Wood and wood products – improving durability and stability of wood-based materials and products.

• Tree improvement and germplasm – producing new germplasm matched to sites and specific end-uses.

• Wood and fibre quality – developing technologies which enable the measurement, segregation and prediction of wood and fibre quality.
This work is key to unlocking efficiencies for forest owners and processors at many points along the value chain. 

New Zealand’s Minister for Research, Science and Technology, Pete Hodgson, and the Australian Science Minister, Peter McGauran, said the
joint venture would be an internationally competitive leading-edge research organisation benefiting export industries in both countries. "The
timing of the deal is regarded by both governments as crucial, particularly given the rapid rate at which the world forestry and forest products
industry is growing."

From an operational perspective, Dr Paul Cotterill, Chief of CSIRO Forestry and Forest Products and Bryce Heard, Chief Executive of Forest
Research believe that the increased scale and depth of research capacity offered by the joint venture will place it in a strong position to deliver
a full range of science and technology services for public and private sector clients of all sizes. The ability to access forestry research and
development via a single point of entry has been welcomed by many customers. A major focus of the joint venture will be on securing and
developing strategic partnerships with key clients.

A joint presentation was made at the recent inaugural Trans-Tasman Forum between the Australian Plantation Industry and Paper Products
Industry Council (A3P) and the New Zealand Forest Industries Council.  The reception from these peak industry bodies was overwhelmingly
positive and the joint venture is helping pave the way for other collaborative activities across our industry.

A worldwide search has begun for a chief executive officer for the joint venture. A commercial partnerships director is also being recruited; all
other staff will come from the partner organisations – about one hundred from each. Projected turnover of the joint venture is more than $30
million a year.

Telephone: (02) 6281 8211 (International + 61 2 6281 8211)
Facsimile:  (02) 6281 8312 (International + 61 2 6281 8312)
Email:        Enquiries@ffp.csiro.au
Website:    http://www.ffp.csiro.au

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Forestry and Forest Products
Banks Street, Yarralumla, ACT 2600, Australia
Postal Address: P O Box E4008, Kingston ACT 2604,
Australia



Obituary - Dr John C.G.
B a n k s
(28.5.1942 – 22.3.2004)

Dr John Banks contributed greatly to
Australian forestry through a 35-year
career at The Australian National
University - almost the entire duration of
his professional career. John came to A N U
from north Queensland, where he was an
inaugural student and student union
president at the new Townsville University
College. He graduated in Forestry from the
ANU in 1966, as one of the first graduands
after the forestry degree was transferred
from the former Australian Forestry
School. He was appointed to the A N U ’s
Department of Forestry initially as a Senior
Technical Off i c e r, and then Senior Tutor in
1969l; John was promoted to Lecturer in
1978 and Senior Lecturer in 1992. He
completed his ANU MSc, on taxonomy of
Eucalyptus viminalis, in 1972, and his
ANU PhD, on the use of dendrochronology
to interpret dynamics of snow gum forests,
in 1982.

J o h n ’s theses characterised two of the
principal strands of his academic work. T h e
first of these, which he developed under
Professor Lindsay Pryor’s guidance, was in
taxonomy and dendrology – the
classification of trees. The second was in
d e n d r o c h r o n o l o g y, the use of tree ring data
to interpret historical patterns in trees and
forests, and to draw inferences from these
about past climatic and management
regimes. The third principal strand of
J o h n ’s academic work, urban trees and
treescapes, also built on his collaboration
with Lindsay Pryor. 

John became an authority in each of these
areas. His dendrological knowledge, and its
ecological application in interpreting
patterns of variation in forested landscapes,
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was outstanding. His work on
dendrochronology of Australian trees was
renowned nationally and internationally,
and informed both science and
management. John assumed Pryor’s mantle
as the authority on Canberra’s urban trees,
and was Tree Advisor to the ACT
Government at the time of his death.

John had enormous capacity to
communicate this rich knowledge to others
in a variety of ways – through his teaching
and supervision of students, through his
scientific writing, and through the media to
lay audiences. His wisdom was evident in
each of the arenas; his teaching and public
communication were also characterised by
great helpfulness and patience. John had a
gift for helping others to learn. He also had
the capacity to work with others to apply
his knowledge in very practical ways, as
his advisory work with on the ANU
campus and across the A C T d e m o n s t r a t e d
to professionals, and to members of the
ANU and A C T c o m m u n i t i e s .

At the time of his death, John was
flourishing: he was teaching 1s t, 2n d and 3r d

year undergraduates; supervising Honours
and PhD students; working actively on
research projects in each of his areas of
interest; and was closely involved with
many aspects of the A C T ’s recovery from
the 2003 bushfires. He was relishing in
each of these roles, as were those with
whom he worked in each arena, despite
s u ffering intermittent ill health as a legacy
of major trauma and surg e r y, and extended
convalescence, in 2000. John’s
commitment to his colleagues and students,
as well as to his scientific work, was
typified by his determination to continue
full-time work despite these challenges to
his health. 

J o h n ’s death leaves us all the poorer, but
leaves us also with rich legacies of
learning, knowledge and landscapes. We
share the sorrow of his family – his wife
M a rgaret and children Julian and Ly n n e t t e
– at his untimely death, but also celebrate
with them the many ways in which his
work and legacies continue to enrich our
lives. 

Peter Kanowski

F o o t n o t e :

ANU and A C T colleagues are curre n t l y
planning ways of honouring John’s work

Obituary - Vi n c e n t
Michael Healy

Vincent Michael Healy (known to all as
Vin Healy) died on 14th December 2003.
He is remembered for his long and
successful career with the South
Australian Woods and Forests
Department retiring in 1975 as Acting
Conservator of Forests. A s t r o n g
supporting member of the IFA, Vin was
chairman of the SA Division at the time
of the first conference held in Canberra
in 1954.

Vin was born in Adelaide, the third of
eight children. His parents were school
teachers, and he spent his early years in
school houses in Crystal Brook and
Moonta mines before the family moved
to Adelaide. He left school after
completing his leaving certificate. This
was during the depression and jobs were
scarce, so his father enrolled him at what
was then the School of Mines to do a
carpentry course.

After the completion of this course Vin
found employment with the Woods and
Forests Department at Mount Burr. This
was the beginning of a long career in
f o r e s t r y. At the age of 17 he found
himself living in a remote work camp in
the South East of South Australia. It was
a harsh life and they had few amenities
and none of the comforts that we take for
granted today. His duties were varied and
included soil testing, surveying and even
drafting. 

and memory on the ANU campus and in the
A C T ’s arboreta, and perhaps through a
student scholarship. We’d welcome 
any suggestions or assistance: please
contact Cris Brack (02 6125 3535, 
email cris.brack@anu.edu.au).)
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After two years at Mount Burr he entered
Adelaide University and then the
Australian Forestry School in Canberra
graduating with a Bachelor of Science
and a Diploma of Forestry. It was in
Canberra where he first met Marguerite
Healy who later became his wife. (They
were intrigued by the fact that they
shared a surname).

During World War II, Vin was put in
charge of internment camps mainly at
Murtho upstream from Renmark on the
Murray River, where he was required to
oversee the work of the detainees from
1942 - 1945. He was responsible for their
health, well-being and the production of
firewood for industry for the production
of charcoal, a very necessary product at
that time

After the war Vin took his wife and first
two children to Penola Forest. There he
remained for 12 years initially as logging
o fficer and eventually becoming the
district forester. While there, eight more
children were added to the family.

Vin then moved with his family to Mount
Gambier as Regional Forester for the
South East of SA. After eleven years in
Mount Gambier he transferred to
Adelaide, and remained there until he
retired as Acting Conservator of Forests
for South Australia in 1975.

Vin is remembered by his colleagues as a
man of energy, professional expertise and
integrity – not to mention friendship and
conviviality and he liked a good joke. He
was deeply involved, post war with
sponsorship of migrants to fill a labour
shortage. He was renowned as a quick
energetic walker in the pines, hard to
keep up with, and a definite air of owning
the place. Vin scorned the use of note
books and used the back of a cigarette
packet and a sharp memory and many’s
the message that he took from the field
back to the office on the back of a
cigarette packet! 

His expertise was in forest establishment
and protection and in particular in setting
felling rates when there were larg e

numbers of fallers doing manual work.
He handled the suppression of the largest
fire in mature Departmental forests to
that time in 1950 at Nangwarry and then
oversaw the extraction of approx 264,000
cubic metres of timber from the fire
killed forests from the estimated 283,000
cubic metres burnt. 

He was widely known and respected in
the South Australian timber industry.

Vin read widely and had a life long
passion for Australian natural and
political history and loved discussing or
debating these topics. 

His family will always remember him for
being a dependable, caring and loving
husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather; others for his many
accomplishments and achievements in
the forestry industry and in the
community.

The woods are lovely dark and deep.
He has kept his promise and earned 

his sleep.
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Colloquium on Eucalypt
Forest decline –
Batemans Bay NSW

By R. J. Turner MIFA

A colloquium on fundamental causes of
eucalypt forest decline and possible
management solutions was conducted at
B a t e m a n ’s Bay on 18th and 19th
November, 2003. Speakers came from
State Forests of New South Wa l e s ,
National Parks services and research
organizations.

There were about 25 participants to listen
to 13 speakers on subjects ranging from
assessment of health of forests, effect of
fire, the role of  Bell Minor birds, remote
sensing, nutrient cycling in forests and
monitoring the extent of the decline. One
speaker described research on the
cinnamon fungus in Western Australia
and another outlined procedures to
determine the area of forest in Australia.
Another forest pathologist came from
Victoria. A system of assessing and
indexing the health of forests by
examining the canopy from the ground
was proposed. Another method was
presented using remote sensing to
monitor disease and insect attack.

On the first day of the meeting we
inspected several examples of eucalypt
forest decline in Murramarang National
Park and Bodalla State Forest. It has been
estimated that there might be 5% of the
State Forest estate of the South Coast
affected by decline usually associated
with altered fire regimes, drainage and
invasion by mesophyll vines.

The role of fire was extensively covered.
It did seem to this observer that many
plans and instructions on hazard
reduction and controlled burning once
included in forest management plans
could not now be followed because of
discontinuity of staffing and sweeping
changes in administration that has
superseded all other considerations.

The examples of decline observed were in
areas of high site quality where
management could expect higher
production. Considering the recent
decreased area of State Forest resulting
from Regional Forest Agreements, there is
s u fficient reason to investigate the cause of

any malady that is adversely affecting these
high production forests.

However research funding will need to
compete with other tree decline issues in
Australia, for example the decline of
inland woodland trees.

It was a pity there were only two 
other non-government organisations
represented at the colloquium. If other
observers had attended, they would have
been able to see the depth of experience
and intensity of investigation applied to this
problem in the forests of New South Wa l e s .

Membership fees discounted for

recent graduates.

Do You Qualify as a IFA Young Professional?

If so, you will receive a 75% discount on your membership fees! 

If you have graduated from your forestry degree within the last three years, or
if you are graduating this year, you are entitled to have your Associate
membership processed at the Young Professional rate, instead of the full Associate
rate, for the 2004/2005-membership year.

The Young Professional rate caters for recent graduates embarking on their new
forestry careers. The reduced rate provides the same membership benefits at a
small fraction of the cost of full Associate fees. New or potential members who have
recently graduated will also be eligible for Associate membership at the Young
Professional rate. So pass this information onto recent graduates or colleagues who
would be interested in joining the IFA. 

By implementing a special rate for graduates, the IFA Board hopes to encourage
more students and recent graduates to join the Institute, and remain a member
throughout their forestry careers. The Young Professional rate is a helping hand for
young Institute members settling into, and making their mark in the forestry industry.
If you believe you are eligible for membership as a Young Professional please
contact the Institute Member Services Manager, Emma Byrne at
Emma.Byrne@forestry.org.au or phone: 02 6281 3992.

Membership Subscriptions now due

Members will have received their Invoice for Membership renewals due 1
July 2004. An incentive for early payment is that a tax deduction may be
claimed in the year it is paid. So if you pay in financial year 2003/04 you can
claim your deduction in that year.

As an added incentive for early payment is the awarding of $300
Professional Development Award. The winners will be drawn at the National
Office and members payment must be current to automatically enter for the
award.

Invoices show the many new payment options available to pay your
subscription including the new phone number for credit card payments.
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Alumni & Friends News
June 200

• phone: 02 6125 2579  fax 02 6125 0746 •
• email: forestry@anu.edu.au    web site: http://www.anu.edu.au/Forestry •

2004 student intake
Around 50 new forestry and environmental management undergraduates, and 15 graduate students working on forestry-
related topics, began their studies at ANU’s School of Resources, Environment and Society in February. Undergraduate
numbers in both the forestry and environmental management programs remain reasonably steady despite the university
entrance score continuing to increase, to a minimum of 80 for ANU programs in 2004. Australian students continue to come
from most states, though the majority are from south-eastern Australia; international students continue to originate principally
from southeast Asia. Many of SRES’ new students joined the IFA ACT Division’s field trip to the Cotter catchment on 6 March.

ANU’s new students in forestry and the environment reviewing catchment restoration options, 6 March.

ANU Forestry alumni – grand reunion
plans
At the other end of the scale from new students: members
on the IFA’s email lists would be aware that there has been
exploration of the possibility of a reunion for classes in the
decade 1975-85. After feedback from various of you,
including participants in the successful and entertaining
recent reunions in Canberra of the Classes of ‘83 and ‘89,
and consideration of the already-crowded forestry events
calendar of 2005 (IFA Biennial Conference in April, IUFRO
World Congress in August), we’re now thinking of an event
in autumn 2006 for all ANU Forestry alumni since the former
Department of Forestry's establishment at ANU in 1965. The
very successful Australian Forestry School alumni event of
April 2000 exemplifies which we hope to achieve. Further
information follows soon, when we have worked through the
options around Easter (16 April), Anzac Day, and school and
university teaching breaks. Please contact us with any
suggestions. 

International Partnership for Forestry
Education
The challenges common to forestry education around the
world – including static enrolments in most developed

countries, chronic under-resourcing in the poorer world 
(and increasingly in the affluent nations reluctant to invest
adequately in education), dynamic curriculum needs, and a
much higher level of internationality in careers – has
stimulated formation of a new International Partnership for
Forestry Education. The initiative emerged from discussions
between a group of universities teaching forestry, including
those in Australasia, existing regional networks for forestry
education (in Africa, Asia and Europe), and global
organisations including FAO and the World Bank. The
initiative was successful in securing development phase
funding from the World Bank, and has been expanding
progressively; the International Forestry Students
Association, which will hold its 2005 Symposium in Australia
in conjunction with the IUFRO World Congress, is the most
recent addition.

The Partnership hopes to emulate some of the successes of
regional networks, such as Europe’s SILVA, in fostering
sharing of learning resources, joint development of courses,
and staff and student exchange. ANU Forestry’s Dr Digby
Race, working in conjunction with Profs Jerry Vanclay (SCU)
and Roger Sands (Canterbury) and ANU PhD graduate Yam
Malla, now Director of the Regional Community Forestry
Training Centre in Bangkok, were successful in securing
pilot project funding to develop joint course resources in
community forestry. More information about their project and
the Partnership initiative are available at
www.forestry.ubc.ca/ipfe.
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Old Growth Forests  -
Forest Policy Statement
No. 1.2.3

(IFA Members are invited to comment on
this draft which is being developed as an
IFA Forest Policy Statement – Please
send comments to Dr Bob Thistlethwaite
at: integlan@odyssey.com.au

The Issue

Old growth forests contain a range of
values that embrace the environmental,
natural resource and aesthetic. They are
an important growth stage of any
ecosystem in addition to being important
for their timber, environmental values,
the supply of potable water, contribution
to scenic values amongst other important
uses. Their management is an emotive
public issue because of their perceived
decline and rarity.

Background

The National Forest Policy Statement
of 1992 (NFPS) and the Regional
Forest Agreement process of the 1990’s
provide guidance in defining and
managing old growth. The NFPS
defines old-growth forest as
"…ecologically mature forest where
the effects of disturbances are now
negligible".  Such forests are generally
considered to be both little disturbed
and in the later stages of their life
cycle. "Old growth forests" may be
found within any forest or woodland,
from the towering mountain ash of the
highlands of south-eastern Australia to
the brigalow and cypress forests of the
inland. Old growth forests are
distinguished from wilderness, the
latter typically containing native
vegetation of any age, which may or
may not include forest, and which is
relatively remote from human
p r e s e n c e .

Old growth forests are an important
component of the ecosystem of our
landscape. They provide water, timber,
grazing, habitat for ground-dwelling
and aerial fauna, non-timber forest
products such as honey, and
recreational opportunities. They are
valued for their many properties and
are increasingly perceived by the

general public to warrant special
p r o t e c t i o n .

Old growth forest are found on both
public and private lands across
Australia. Most surveys have
concentrated on public land, with little
attention paid to the millions of
hectares of forest and woodlands on
freehold and leasehold lands. In
recognition of this fact, the nation
began an inventory in 1993 of private
native forests and woodlands and, in
time, this will improve the
understanding of the values inherent in
the old growth forest on lands other
than those under direct government
m a n a g e m e n t .

There is a widely held view that old
growth forests are in decline across
Australia. Work by Carnhan (1990), the
Forest and Timber Inquiry (1991) and
the Bureau of Rural of Sciences (2003),
amongst a number of studies, shows
that the extent of these forests has
diminished substantially since
European settlement  With this decline
in mind, approximately 71 percent of
old growth forests in RFA regions are
now reserved (Bureau of Rural
Sciences 2004).

Policy

The Institute of Foresters of A u s t r a l i a
considers that:

• old growth forests are limited resources
which have been significantly depleted
since European settlement and
consequently need special protection
and management;

• many old growth forests have
important commercial values not
obtainable in regrowth and plantation
forests and warrant specific
management for these values.

• the reservation status of old growth
forests was considerably improved
through the Regional Forest A g r e e m e n t
process; and 

• no further significant reduction in the
extent and health of A u s t r a l i a ’s old
growth forests and woodlands should
o c c u r.  

In adopting this position the Institute
recognises that there are a range of natural

forces that will continue to affect old
growth forests, including fires, floods,
drought, cyclones and other disturbances
l a rgely beyond the control of forest owners.

The Institute of Foresters of A u s t r a l i a
s u p p o r t s :

• The National Forest Policy Statement
definition " O l d - g rowth forest is
ecologically mature forest where the
effects of disturbances are now
n e g l i g i b l e " .

• The protection of all high conservation
value old growth forests as defined
during the Regional Forest A g r e e m e n t
p r o c e s s .

• The pursuit of Regional Forest
Agreement targets for old growth
forest, where these have not yet been
met, on both private and public land,
with the provision of adequate
compensation to affected landowners
and industry.

• The orderly phasing out of forest uses
such as intensive timber production and
grazing in old growth forests where
these uses are incompatible with the
maintenance of the status of old
growth, with the provision of assistance
to affected owners and users to
minimise this impact.

• Continued government provision for
the production of specialty products
which cannot be obtained through
regrowth and plantation forests, such as
l a rge dimension timber and high
stability timber, where Regional Forest
Agreement targets have been met and
intensive timber production from old
growth forest is not incompatible with
other forest values.

• All efforts towards developing
alternatives to clearfelling in old
growth forests.

• Active planning to encourage the
managed development of old growth
forest in forest types that are least well
represented, recognising that such plans
will require many decades before their
objective is realised.

• The comprehensive assessment of 
the growth stages and ecological
condition of native forests across
A u s t r a l i a .
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Further Information

Carnahan, J (1990), Atlas of
Australian Ve g e t a t i o n , A u s t r a l i a n
Government Publishing Service

R e s o u rce Assessment Commission
(1991) Forest and Timber Inquiry,
Volumes 1 and 2, A u s t r a l i a n
Government Publishing Service

National Forest Inventory (2003)
A u s t r a l i a ’s State of the Fore s t s
R e p o rt 2003 , Bureau of Rural
Sciences, Canberra

Keenan, R and Ryan, M (2004) 
Old Growth Forests in A u s t r a l i a .
Their significance for conservation
and timber production. Science 
for decision makers brief. Bureau 
of Rural Sciences, Canberra

Summary of email
Bulletins distributed
since the previous issue
of The Forester(ie March
2 0 0 4 )
Register your email address!!

The email Bulletin is the modern,
cheapest and quickest way that IFA
can provide you with up-to-date
information on job vacancies, new
members services, current issues, etc.
The summary below illustrates the
information you are missing out on 
if you are not registered to receives
email Bulletins. It is a quick moving
world and electronic information 
is now the predominant means 
of communication amongst the
membership. 

The National Office closely monitors
email Bulletins to ensure that they 
are short, concise, to the point 
and large downloads are avoided.
Email Bulletins are normally 
issued on average of one per week and
therefore are not overly intrusive on
members. 

Members are asked to consider their
position and if they wish to be placed
on the email list, then please notify:
ifa@forestry.org.au

Employers Notice Board – 14
employment opportunities were
circulated to members

Bulletin Notices included

• IFA Membership List on the 
new website

• IFA Tour of China

• ANU Forestry Market Report

• Lords of the Forests – 4 Corners 
TV Program

• Applications for Australian 
Youth Ambassadors for 
Development

• World Forestry Day activities

• The Bangor Forestry Centenary 
Reunion

• Science for Decision Makers

• ANU Alumni Event – for ANU 
forestry graduates

• National Foresters Grove North 
Albury Tree Dedication

• Lane-Poole Research

• IFA conference – Quick Survey

• FWPRDC Fellowship Available

• Policy on Media Releases

• Media Releases of Interest to 
foresters

• Member discount available on 
"Plantation Forestry in the 
Tropics"

• President announces new 
Fellows

• CPD Opportunity for IFA
Members

• I FASubmission – "Alternatives 
to clearfell silviculture in 
Ta s m a n i a ’s public old-growth 
f o r e s t s "

• Young Forester Award – 
Applications Called

• Member seeking foresters who 
have worked overseas - 
especially in the USA

• Conferences of Interest to 
members

Contributions
policy

The Forester is the off i c i a l
newsletter of the Institute of
Foresters of Australia (IFA) and
is published quarterly. T h e
Forester is intended to promote
communication and debate
within the IFA and present
practical and newsworthy
information to members.

The views expressed in this
publication are those of the
authors and not necessarily
those of the IFA.

Contributions to The Forester
are welcome and encouraged.
Articles should be written in
newsletter format, and photos,
maps, and diagrams should be
suited to be viewed in black and
white. Authors should limit
articles to preferably 330 words
for letters to the Editor, and
strictly to 500 words for general
articles and book reviews, and
1500 words for feature articles.
Please inform the Editor if an
article has been written
exclusively for The Forester,
since these articles are more
likely to be published. Full
editorial rights are reserved.

The IFA uses Microsoft Office
2000. Please send articles as a
Word or RTF file, preferably by
email to <ifa@forestry.org.au>,
or include a disk version to the
Editor C/- IFA, PO Box 7002
Yarralumla ACT 2600.

Photos and images should be
provided in elctronic format and
suitable for black & white
reproduction. Scanned images
should be sent as greyscale,
300 dpi and in TIF file format. If
possible, set highlighting to
whites 10%, blacks 90%. 
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The plaque for each person to whom a
tree is dedicated in the Grove has the
name on it together with membership
of professional or industry
associations, and some detail of the
i n d i v i d u a l ’s career. The plaques are
secured on a red gum stump placed
next to the tree.

Following the planting during
Bicentenary Conference, m a i n t e n a n c e
of the site was instigated and
boundary pole fencing erected
through the good offices of the
Albury City Council.  R L N e w m a n ’s
o ffice in Albury convened the NFG
Committee and provided liaison and
assistance until 1993.

The NFG Committee has been
convened and led since 1993 by
Peter Crowe, the Executive General
Manager of Planted Forests in NSW,
and David Cromarty, also of
S F N S W.  The Committee should be
thanked for its magnificent eff o r t s
over the years in preparing blocks
with plaques and liaising with the
Albury City Council.  Bob Newman
has continued his involvement since
1993, arranging some of the
dedications and liaising with those
who want a tree dedicated.

Peter Crowe and David Cromarty have
always ensured that the plaques and red
gum stumps are securely placed.
Further plantings have also been
supervised by them, and they have
secured the interest of East Lavington
Primary School students.

The support of the NE Victorian Hoo-
Hoo Club and the Lavington Lions
Club has also been magnificent, led by
Lindsay Bohun, a timber agent and
Charles Leaney respectively.

A second major planting was carried
out in 1991 when the International
Union of Forest Research
O rganisations held a committee
meeting in A l b u r y.  About that time the
Albury City Council erected the toilets,
which have been very well maintained,
and the Lavington Lions Club erected a
covered barbecue area and playground
for children.  The Rotary Club of North
Albury erected the actual barbecuing
f a c i l i t y.

In 1995 a wooden bandstand was
erected by the North East Vi c t o r i a n
Hoo Hoo Club with the assistance of
the Lavington Lions Club.  T h e
bandstand was designed by Canberra
architect Alastair MacCallum.  It was
baptised with a band-playing session
and further dedication of trees.  In 2001
in memory of Neil Carr, a professional
f o r e s t e r, a bridge across the stream in
the grove was erected by the Hoo-Hoo
Club and the Lavington Lions Club and
again trees were dedicated.  

Since the year 2000 a number of trees
have been dedicated with plaques. In
preparation for A u s Timber 2004, with
significant numbers of Foresters
attending, it was decided by the NFG
Committee to have a major dedication.

A History of the National
Foresters Grove - A l b u r y
N S W
(The IFA acknowledges the financial
donation of the National Forests Grove
to the publication of this history)

In concert with the planning and
o rganising of the International
Bicentenary Forestry Conference by
the then Australian Forest
Development Institute, for A u s t r a l i a ,
held in Albury in April 1988, the
concept of a National Foresters Grove
was developed to be located near that
c i t y.

The idea was driven forward by R L
(Bob) Newman, who during the 1980’s
was the Honorary National Secretary of
the Australian Forest Growers
Incorporated (then known as the
AFGI).  The idea received the support
of the Albury City Council and a local
committee of Foresters and Forest
Industry people was formed.  Interest
particularly came from State Forests of
N S W, Peter Crowe, A u s t r a l i a n
Newsprint Mills (now Norske Skog)
s t a ff and R L Newman & Partners’ s t a ff
of foresters, particularly Paul We l l s .

Initially some 35 trees were planted at
the North Albury site, owned by the
Albury City Council, 2kms north of the
5 ways junction in North A l b u r y, in a
stretch of the Hume Highway also
known as Wagga Road.  The area is
about 21/2 hectares.

Because the Grove site is very dry and
the ground hard, the range of species
planted has been limited - mainly
Ironbark, Box Casuarina and Red Gum
trees - some of which have grown
remarkably well.

An early photo

Peter Crowe and David Cromarty

President of the AFDI (AFG) Michael Hall
turns the sod at the first planting in the

NFG in April 1988

A general view of the NFG taken on 2nd
April 2004 showing the bandstand (left)

and barbecue area (right)
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To recognise early Foresters, 50
contributors to forest management and
harvesting from all States and the A C T
were identified.

On 2nd April 2004, again with the
support of the Albury City Council,
State Forests of NSW, R L N e w m a n ,
The Lavington Lions Club and the Hoo
Hoo Club, a dedication and plaque
placement took place.  This event
brought the total number of trees
dedicated in the grove to 109.

The grove is now truly well
established.  It represents many great
Foresters with wonderful stories
contained in their lives.  From Jolly,
Lane Poole. Jacobs, Pryor and Gentle
to Clem Matthews, Tom Brabin, Norm
Lewis, etc. … the list steadily grows.

Bob Newman thanked both Senator Ian
McDonald the Federal Minister
responsible for Forestry and Kate
Carnell the Executive Director of the
National Association of Forest
Industries for opening the plaque
dedication.  He apologised for the
absence of current convenor, Peter
Crowe, who has done a tremendous job

for the NFG. Peter had other leading
responsibilities at A u s Timber 2004.
Bob thanked David Cromarty for his
great work, too.

The Australian National Anthem was
then sung by a pupil from The Murray
High School, the Australian Flag flying
next to the barbecue where the
Lavington Lions Club put on a
b r e a k f a s t .

Before the 50 people who attended the
dedication inspected the plaques, Bob
Newman read an appropriate
dedication: 

"What Foresters have succeeded in
doing by encouraging the use of land in
Australia to be used for Fore s t
Management and by pro v i d i n g
silvicultural skills nothing can alter.

The success and any misjudgement; the
g reatness and the smallness of our
s t o ry will stand.

Whatever of value in the achievement it
contains nothing will lessen. Indeed it
will rise above any measure of time;
and will be a monument to wonderful
men and women, including you all here
this morning and all those dedicated in
this gro v e .

The achievement will be for this nation
an ongoing tre a s u re . "

(This dedication was inspired from
C . E . W. Bean’s writing.)

Kate Carnell’s grandfather was V i c t o r
Grenning, the longest serving head of
any Australian Forest Service from
1932 to 1964.  Kate had much pleasure
in dedicating personally the plaque 
for him.

Bob Newman introducing the Federal
Forestry Minister Ian MacDonald at the

NFG on April 2nd, 2004

Roy Free, (left) former Assistant
Commissioner SFNSW and IFA Murray

Catchment Branch Committee Vice
President with Tom Brabin, former VAFI

and TTA manager

Kate Carnell beside her grandfather’s
plaque

The Neil Carr Bridge with wetlands
created by the Albury City Council

Dr Max Jacobs

Institute of 
Foresters of 
A u s t r a l i a

Forestry 
A s s o c i a t i o n

Sir Walter 
M a s s e y - G r e e n e

D.A.N. Cromer

Mark Ta y l o r

Bridget Ry a n

Sibley Elliot

Roger Cowley

Alexander 
A n d e r s o n

Trevor Ritchie

Ashley Cuddy

J.H. Colless

H.D. Wa r i n g

Brian Nash

John Chinner

Lindsay Pryor

Les Carron

Alan Guymer

Conrad Lembke 

Allan Harris

Australian 
Forest 
Development 

Institute/ 
Australian 
F o r e s t

Growers Inc.

Neil Barr

The I.U.F. R . O .

James Ritchie

Keith Lober

E.A. A l s t e rg r e n

Ken Crawford

William Ritchie

Egon Larson

Hector Wi l m o t t

Jack Gillespie

A. 
H y n d m a n - S t e i n

Brian Nash

Murray 
Catchment 
B r a n c h

I FA: J.B. Jack

R L N e w m a n

R A F r e e

David Hills

K.B. Te r r y

Ian McLaughlin

Sir Russell 
Grimwade 
S c h o l a r s

Commonwealth 
Forestry 
A s s o c i a t i o n

Kelvin McGrath

Leslie Patterson

Wal Gentle

Ian Marks

Andrew Wo o d

Gilbert Te w s o n

Jack Sutherland

Neil Carr

Clem Matthews

Colin & 
Graeme 
C r a w f o r d

Peter Gaussen

Robert Patterson

Ross Florence

Eric Bachelard

Lauchlan Wr i g h t

M . W. Edgerley

R L (Bob) 
N e w m a n

Alexander Wa l l i s

Charles Demby

Those with plaques in the National
Foresters Grove up to April 2n d 2 0 0 4
a r e :
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Those who had trees dedicated to them 
on April 2nd 2004 were:

Q u e e n s l a n d

G. L. Board

P. MacMahon

Norman Jolly

E. H. F. Swain

Victor Grenning

Alan Tr i s t

C. Haley

William Bryan

Ta s m a n i a
Alex Crane

Paul Unwin

Murray 
C u n n i n g h a m

Peter 
L a w r e n c e

Donald 
K i t c h e n e r

Reg Needham

William 
M e a d o w s

A C T

John Fielding

Alan McArthur

N S W

William Muir

Len Hudson

Baldur Byles

Martin W y a t t

Harry Luke

Herbert Porter

Tom Brabin

Vi c t o r i a
Alfred 
L a w r e n c e

Karl Ferg u s o n

William 
Z i m m e r

Ben 
B e n a l l a c k

G e o ff We s t e

Albert Head

James 
M c K i n t y

Frank Incoll

Western 
A u s t r a l i a

Charles 
L a n e P o o l e

William Wa l l a c e

Stephen Kessell

Patrick 
M c N a m a r a

T.N. Stoate

D . W. R . S t e w a r t

Walter Eastman

A.C. Shedley

Bruce Beggs

South 
A u s t r a l i a
James 
H a n c o c k

G e o ffrey 
R o d g e r

Peter South

Andrew 
K e e v e s

Richard 
Wo o d s

Norman 
L e w i s

Vincent 
H e a l e y

For this recent planting all the Forest
Services in the Australian States and
A C T contributed towards the cost of
the plaques and thanks are due to them.

Acknowledgements : A u s Timber 2000
& 2004 Albury Conferences leader Ron
Limb, The N.E. Victoria Hoo-Hoo
Club, the staff of ANM Ltd now
Norske Skog, The Lavington Lions
Club, Peter Crowe and David Cromarty
(SFNSW) and other staff, Rotary Club
of North A l b u r y, R L Newman &
Partners and staff .

Those who have been named as helping
in this project are members of various
forestry associations.  However, both
the convenors and the NFG Committee
would like to express their appreciation
for the general support of the 
Institute of Foresters of Australia, the
Australian Forest Growers Inc., the

Commonwealth Forestry A s s o c i a t i o n
and the Association of Consulting
Foresters of A u s t r a l i a .

Please also advise either Peter Crowe
or Bob Newman if the History has
missed recording individuals who
should be included for helping in the
p r o j e c t .

Those in public and private sector
forestry or in the wood products sector
can request a tree to be dedicated for
which a charge of $150.00 per plaque is
made to the NFG Committee Fund.  

Requests can be addressed to Peter
Crowe, SFNSW, PO Box 915, A l b u r y
2640  (Phone: 02 6043 1007), or to Bob
Newman, PO Box 143, Curtin A C T
2605  (Phone: 02 6282 5256).

N W Jolly Medal

Final Call for Nominations

The N W Jolly Medal is the Institute’s highest honour for outstanding
service to the profession in Australia, whether published or unpublished.

The following guidelines might be helpful to those intending to nominate
candidates:

• Any member of the Institute may nominate any person for the N 
W Jolly Medal. Each nomination must be accompanied by a 
citation of the work or works in respect of which the nomination 
is made. (Electronic format is preferable);

• A nominee does not have to be a member of the Institute, or even 
a forestry graduate;

• A person deceased since the closing date of nominations for the 
previous award shall be eligible;

• Unsuccessful nominations from the past can be resubmitted for 
consideration in 2004; 

• Nominations should be forwarded to the Executive Director of the
Institute (in electronic form please) on the clear understanding that
the name of the person making the nomination shall not be 
disclosed to the nominee;

• The names of nominees shall remain confidential to the Proposer,
Executive Director, and IFA Board of Directors of the Institute.

The address for nominations is: ifa@forestry.org.au or the Executive
Director, The Institute of Foresters of Australia, 
PO Box 7002, Yarralumla ACT 2600.

Closing date has been extended to: 30 July 2004
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You are eligible for Associate membership if you: 
1. can demonstrate an interest in furthering the objects 

of the Institute through your employment in forestry
2. hold an approved qualification in forestry, or other 

tertiary qualifications 
or
3. have other relevant experience in forestry.
Note: Membership is open to all persons who work in 

forestry and not just professional foresters.

Associate Members are eligible for a heavily discounted
Young Professional Rate for the first three years
following their graduation from their first forestry degree.

Associate Members may apply to upgrade their
membership to Voting Member.

Applicants for IFA membership may apply to have their
qualifications and experience assessed for Voting
membership at the time of their initial application for
Associate membership.

You are eligible for Student Membership if you are a
full time undergraduate student attending your first
formal course of study at any University or tertiary
institution recognised by the IFA.

Associate and Voting Members returning to full-time
study may apply for a concession on the standard
subscription fee.

IFA subscription fees until 30 June 2005

Fees include GST
New members will receive all publications for the
relevant subscription term.

If you work in the forestry industry, your fees would
normally be tax deductible.

About the Institute of Foresters of Australia
The Institute of Foresters of Australia (IFA) has over
1200 members who represent all aspects of the forestry
profession. Our members include private and public
practitioners engaged in forest and land management,
researchers, educators and administrators.

The IFA is:
• an advocate for better forest management in Australia
• an advocate for high professional standards in forestry
• an advocate for the active management of our forests

for all values
• a focus for professional development activities, both 

formal and informal
• a source of information about employment 

opportunities
• a source of information about developments in the 

forestry profession and in forestry, in Australia and our
region of the world.

The IFA has a Secretariat in Canberra, and Divisions in
all States and the ACT.

Membership benefits
The many benefits of being a Member of the IFA include:
• email advice of current employment vacancies
• a newsletter every quarter containing up-to-date 

analysis of what’s happening in forestry around 
Australia and elsewhere

• a quarterly scientific journal — Australian Forestry
• the opportunity to apply for accreditation through the 

Registered Professional Forester scheme
• field days focusing on forestry issues
• a biennial technical conference
• professional development awards
• locally based meetings and activities (State division 

and regional branch)
• the potential to contribute to the advancement of 

forestry in Australia.

Membership Grades
The membership grades of the IFA are:
1. Voting Member
2. Associate Member
3. Student Member

You are eligible for Voting membership if you:
1. hold a tertiary degree qualification in forestry 

recognised by the Institute together with at least two 
years appropriate forest management or forest 
science experience and can demonstrate knowledge 
of and/or skills in the core subjects of Australian 
forestry 

or
2. hold any other tertiary qualification or other relevant 

experience acceptable to the Institute together with at 
least four years appropriate forest management or 
forest science experience and can demonstrate 
knowledge of and/or skills in the core subjects of 
Australian forestry.

2003/4 Year
Year

Join the IFA
between July –
December 2004

100% Fees
Voting Member
Pay $250

Discounted 20%
Associate Member
Pay $200

Discounted 75%
Young Professional
Pay $63

Discounted 85%
Student Member
Pay $38

2003/4 Year
Half-Year

Join the IFA
between January –
March 2005

100% Fees
Voting Member
Pay $125

Discounted 20%
Associate Member
Pay $100

Discounted 75%
Young Professional
Pay $32

Discounted 85%
Student Member
Pay $19

2003/4 Year
Quarter

Join the IFA
between April – 
June 2005

100% Fees
Voting Member
Pay $63

Discounted 20%
Associate Member
Pay $50

Discounted 75%
Young Professional
Pay $16

Discounted 85%
Student Member
Pay $10
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Details of the Applicant: (Print in BLOCK letters)

Title:   .................   Full Name:   …………….………………………………………...........................

Date of Birth: (for statistical purposes only) …...............…./…..…/ ……….….............................

Postal Address:   ……………………………………….............    Town:  …………………...............

Postcode:  …………........   State/Territory:  …………….........   Country:   ................................... 

Email*: …………………………………………………................  Phone Bus: ( … )  ….................. 
*(Advise the National Secretariat if you do not wish to receive mail electronically). Fax Bus: ( … ) ............................ 

Phone Private: ( … ) ………………………..........   Mobile:  ………………………………………....

Employer organisation:  ………………………......  IFA Branch/State Division: ……......................

Membership Level required:

Student (Full Time): University: …………………………….……   Year: …..……............

Degree:   …………………………………...  Expected Graduation Date: ….…...…............

Associate Member

Voting Member

Upgrade from Associate Member to Voting Member

Supporting information

I have attached a copy of my educational qualifications

I have attached a summary of my employment experience

Payment Details:

I am eligible for the Associate Member Young Professional Subscription rate 
(available for the first 3 years following graduation from the first forestry degree).

Payment by cheque (no cash) enclosed   

OR 

Payment by Creditcard

Name on creditcard:  ……………………………………………   Amount $  ………….........

Card Number:  __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __    Expiry date __ __ / __ __ 
Declaration:

I declare the above details are correct. 
I agree to be bound by the Memorandum & Articles of Association and Regulations of the Institute. 

Signature of applicant: ……………………………………………..................  Date: …………………….

The Institute of Foresters of Australia
PO Box 7002 Yarralumla ACT 2600

Business 02 6281 3992
Fax 02 6281 4693

Email:  ifa@forestry.org.au
www.forestry.org.au

Office Use Only
Reference Number:

Application for Membership Form


